CHAPTER 352

SNOW EMERGENCIES

352.01 PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY

This chapter is enacted to promote the public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring the safe and
efficient movement of traffic, the prompt removal of snow and ice, and the unobstructed access
of emergency vehicles during periods of severe winter weather.

This chapter is adopted pursuant to the police powers of the Village and applicable provisions of
the Ohio Revised Code, including but not limited to R.C. 4511.07, 45 11.68, and 733.03.

352.02 DECLARATION OF SNOW EMERGENCY

(a) The Mayor may declare a Snow Emergency whenever snow, sleet, freezing rain, ice, or other
winter weather conditions cause or appear likely to cause hazardous travel conditions or interfere
with emergency services or snow removal operations. Such declaration shall take effect
immediately.

(b) A declaration made under subsection (a) shall require the concurrence of the Village
Administrator which concurrence shall be documented in writing as soon as practicable;
provided, however, that if the Village Administrator is unavailable, such concurrence may be
provided by the President Pro Tempore of Council.

(c) If the Mayor is absent, unavailable, or incapacitated, or if circumstances require immediate
action, a Snow Emergency may be declared by the Village Administrator with the concurrence of
the President Pro Tempore of Council.

(d) Any declaration of a Snow Emergency shall be documented in writing. A declaration made
under subsection (a) shall be signed by the Mayor and the Village Administrator. A declaration
made under subsection (c) shall be signed by the Village Administrator and the President Pro
Tempore of Council.

(e) A Snow Emergency declared under this section may be modified or terminated by the Mayor
as conditions warrant.

(f) Any modification or termination of a Snow Emergency shall be documented in writing in the
same manner as the original declaration and maintained as a public record.

(g) Automatic Expiration and Council Review. Any snow emergency declared pursuant to this
section shall automatically expire seven (7) days after the time of declaration unless earlier



terminated. No Snow Emergency shall remain continuously in effect for more than fourteen (14)
consecutive days without review from Council. Such review shall be for oversight and
informational purposes only and shall not be required for the continuation, modification, and
termination of the Snow Emergency. Following such review, Council may adopt a resolution
expressing its sense regarding the continuation, modification, or termination of the Snow
Emergency. This subsection shall not apply during a declared county, state, or federal emergency.

(h) Emergency Backstop Authority. If a vacancy, incapacity, or unavailability exists in two or
more of the offices identified in subsections (a) through (c) of this section, or if required
concurrence cannot be obtained without unreasonable delay during conditions posing an
immediate threat to public safety, any official otherwise authorized to declare a Snow Emergency
under this section may declare a Snow Emergency without concurrence, provided that notice is
given to the Mayor, the Village Administrator, and the President Pro Tempore of Council, as
applicable, as soon as practicable and the declaration is documented in writing pursuant to
subsection (d).

352.03 SNOW EMERGENCY LEVELS

The Mayor, or other official authorized to declare a Snow Emergency pursuant to Section
352.02, may declare one or more of the following Snow Emergency levels:

(a) Level One Snow Emergency

Parking is prohibited on all designated Snow Emergency Routes.

(b) Level Two Snow Emergency

Parking is prohibited on all public streets within the Village unless otherwise posted.
(c) Level Three Snow Emergency

The operation or parking of non-emergency vehicles on public streets is prohibited, except for
essential travel.

352.04 SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTES

(a) “Snow Emergency Routes™ are streets or portions of streets designated by resolution of
Village Council or by order of the Mayor and identified by official signage.

(b) Snow Emergency Routes shall be maintained on file with the F iscal Officer and made
available to the public by reasonable means.

352.05 PARKING RESTRICTIONS DURING SNOW EMERGENCY



(a) During a declared Snow Emergency, no vehicle shall be parked in violation of the restrictions
applicable to the declared emergency level.

(b) A vehicle lawfully parked prior to the declaration of a Snow Emergency shall be removed by
the owner or operator within the time limits set forth in Section 352.06.

352.06 TIME FOR REMOVAL OF VEHICLES

(a) If a Snow Emergency is declared between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., vehicles must be removed
within three (3) hours of the declaration.

(b) If a Snow Emergency is declared between 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., vehicles must be removed
by 9:00 a.m. the following morning.

352.07 ENFORCEMENT; REMOVAL AND TOWING

(a) Any vehicle parked or operated in violation of this chapter may be cited, removed, or towed
at the owner’s expense.

(b) Removal and impoundment shall be conducted in accordance with applicable provisions of
the Traffic Code and Ohio law.

352.08 NOTICE OF SNOW EMERGENCY

Notice of a Snow Emergency may be given by any reasonable means, including but not limited
to:

Village website

Social media

Local or regional media
Physical posting

Emergency notification systems

Failure of any person to receive notice shall not invalidate enforcement of this chapter.

352.09 EXEMPTIONS
This chapter shall not apply to:
Emergency vehicles while engaged in official duties;

Public utility vehicles actively engaged in emergency repair work;



Vehicles expressly authorized by the Mayor or Village Administrator during a Level Three Snow
Emergency.

352.10 LIABILITY; COSTS; IMMUNITY
(a) Governmental Immunity Preserved.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to waive or limit the statutory immunity of the Village,
its officers, employees, or agents as provided under Chapter 2744 of the Ohio Revised Code.

(b) Good-Faith Emergency Actions.

Actions taken by the Mayor, a designee, law enforcement officers, or other authorized personnel
pursuant to this chapter during a declared Snow Emergency shall be deemed discretionary
governmental functions undertaken in good faith for the protection of public safety.

(c) Towing and Impoundment Costs.

All costs associated with towing, storage, and impoundment of vehicles removed pursuant to this
chapter shall be the responsibility of the vehicle owner or operator. Such costs shall be assessed
by the towing or storage service provider in accordance with its standard rates and practices, and
not by the Village.

(d) No Village Liability for Private Charges.

The Village shall not be responsible for, nor guarantee the reasonableness of, fees charged by any
towing or storage service acting pursuant to this chapter

352.99 PENALTY

(a) Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a minor misdemeanor, unless
otherwise provided by law.

(b) In addition to any criminal penalty, a vehicle in violation of this chapter is subject to removal
and impoundment.

CODIFIER’S NOTE / IMPLEMENTATION STEP

Former Section 351.16 (Snow Emergency) is hereby repealed.



