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CHAPTER 339 
Commercial and Heavy Vehicles 

339. 01 Oversize or overweight vehicle 
operation on State routes; State 
permit. 

339. 02 Use of local streets; local permit 
and conditions. 

339. 03 Maximum v.1dth, height and 
length. 

339. 04 Route and load information. 
339. 05 \Vbeel protectors. 
339. 06 Vehicles transporting explosives. 

339. 07 Towing requirements. 
339. 08 Loads dropping or leaking; 

removal required; tracking mud. 
339. 09 Shifting load; loose lea.dB. 
339. 10 Vehicles v.,ith spilces, lugs 

and ch.a.ins. 
339. 11 Use of studded ti.res and cha.ins. 
339.99 Penalty. 

C ROSS REFERENCES 
See sectional histories for shnilar State law 
Weighing vehicle; removal of excess load - see Ohio R. C. 4513. 33 
Arrest notice of drivers - see Ohio R. C. 5577 .14 
Slower moving vehicles to be driven in right-band lane - see 

TR.A.F. 331. 01 (b) 
Fatigued or ill drivers - see TR.A.F. 341. 02 

339. 01 OVERSIZE OR OVERWEIGHT VEHICLE OPERATION ON STATE ROUTES; 
STATE PERMIT. 

No person shall operate or move a vehicle or combination of vehicles of a size 
or weight of vehicle or load exceeding the maximum speci.fied in Ohio R. C. 5577. 01 
tD 5577. 09, inclusive, or otherwise not in conformity with Ohio R. C. 4513. 01 tD 4513. 37, 
inclusive, upon any State route within the lv:unicipality, except pursuant to special 
written permit issued by the Ohio DirectDr of Transportation. Every such permit shall 
be carried in the vehicle or combination of vehicles tD which it refers and shall be open 
tD inspection by any police officer. 

No holder of a permit issued by the Ohio Director of Transportation shall be 
required to obtain any local permit or license or pay any local fee or charge for move­
ment on any State route ·within the Municipality; however, it sh.all be unlawful to oper­
ate any such vehicle or combination of vehicles upon any roadway within the Municipality 
which is not a State route, except as provided in Section 339. 02. 
(ORC 4513. 3�) 



339.02 TRAFFIC CODE 

339. 02 USE OF LOCAL STREETS; LOCAL PERMJT AND CONDITIONS. 
(a) Use of Local Streets. No person shall operate a vehicle exceeding a size 

as specified in Section 339. 03 or exceeding a gross weight of five tons, upon any 
street in the Municipality other than a State route, except those local streets designated 
as a truck route and marked as such by appropriate traffic signs, and except when such 
operation is necessary to load or unload property, to go to or from the usual place of 
storage of such vehicle or to perform any other legitimate business or act other than 
passage through the Municipality. Operators of vehicles so deviating from either a 
State route or a designated truck route within the Municipality shall con.fine such devia­
tion to that required in order to accomplish the purpose of the departure. 
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(b) Local Permit and Conditions. Upon application and for good cause, the Director 
of Safety may issue a local permit authoriz.ing an applicant to move an oversize or over­
weight vehicle or combination of vehicles upon local streets. 

No permittee shall be required to obtain a special permit from the Ohio Director of 
Transportation for the movement of the vehicle or combination of vehicles on streets or 
highways under local jurisdiction; however, the approval of the Ohio Director of Trans­
portation shall be required for movement upon State routes as provided in Section 339. 01. 

The Director of Safety may grant a permit for a single or round trip, or for such 
period of time, not to exceed one year, as the Director in his discretion deems advisable, 
or for the duration of any construction project. The Director may limit or prescribe terms 
�f conditions of operation for such vehicle or combination of vehicles by designating �e 
/oute, hours, speed or such other restrictions as may be necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, property, health and safety. The Director may require the posting of 
bond. or other security necessary to compensate for any damage to a roadway or road 
structure. 

For each such permit, the Director of Safety shall charge five dollars ($5. 00), and for 
each hour of time or any part thereof spent by each police officer in supervising the move-
ment of such vehicle, the applicant shall pay the sum of ten dollars ($10. 00). 

Signs shall be posted indicating "no thru trucks - gross weight 5 tons" or words of 
similar import to apprise drivers of the limitations imposed by this section. No driver 
shall disobey the instructions indicated on any such sign. 

Violation of any of the limitations, terms or conditions of the perm.it granted by the 
Director of Safety shall be cause for immediate revocation or suspension of su�h permit, 
and denial of request for any future perm.it. Such violation shall also subject the violator 
to the penalty prescribed by Section 303. 99. 

(c) Operation of Through Trucks. 
(1) All motor trucks, commercial tractors and trailers passing through the City 

and not making local delivery or pick-up of goods or persons, or making 
local service stops, are hereby required to use only such streets of the City 
as are designated and marked Federal, State or truck routes in the passa.ge 
of the same through the City. 

) (2) This subsection (c) shall not be applicable to such vehicles whose route is 
otherwise designated by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, or by franchise granted by the City, provided further, 
that this section shall not be applicable to agricultural tractors and other motor 
powered farm equipment. 
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(3) The Director of Safety is hereby authorized and directed to erect at the 
City Um.its, signs indicating that through trucks are required to use Federal, 
State or truck routes, (Ord. 741. Passed 9-2-52,) 

(d) Soeclal Weight and Tire Restricti.ons Designated bv Traiflc Sipi. Whenever in 
the judgment of the Director of Saiety any street or highway or part thereof would be 
injured or damaged by general use by vehicles having solid tires or by vehicles exceeding­
in gross weight or in weight per inch of tire width the limJ.ts wblcb be determlnes to be 
saie for such street or highway or part thereof, he shall erect appropriate traffic signs 
prohibiting the operation of vehicles having solid tires, or indicating and design ating such 
weight limits, and it shall be unlawful to operate over any such street or highway or p art 

thereof any vehicle having solid tires or exceeding such weight Um.its, \l.ithout obtaining 
a permit therefor as provided 1n subsection (b) hereof. 
(Ord. 959. Passed 12-17-63,) 

339.03 MAXIMUM WIDTH, HEIGHT AND LENGTH 

No vehicle shall be operated upon the public streets, highways, 

bridges and culverts within the Mun{cipality, whose dimensions exceed 
those specified in this section. 

(a) No such vehicle shall have a width in excess of: 
(1) 104 inches for passenger bus type vehicles operated 

exclusively within municipal corporations; 
(2) 102 inches, excluding such safety devices as are required 

by law, for passenger bus type vehicles operated over fre�ways, and 
such other state roads with minimum pavement widths of twenty-two feet, 
except those roads or portions thereof over which operation of 102 
inch buses is prohibited by order of the Director of Transportation; 

(3) 132 inches for traction engines; 

(4) 102 inches, including load, for all other vehicles, except 
that the Director may, by journal entry, prohibit the operation of 
102 inch vehicles on such state highways or portions thereof as the 
Director designates. 

. . .  . _:_.:.._...:....:....-'---'---�--'--·'----'--'· ·...::.-...:..c··::..:.···::..:.··.:..:··-==----...:.......--=-��--:__ ______ ___.:. _____ _c.:.... ________ ---------·· ----

( b) No such vehicle shall have a length in excess of: 
(1) 48 feet for passenger bus type vehicles operated exclusively 

within municipal corporations; 
(2) 40 feet for all other passenger bus type vehicles; 
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(3) 53 feet for any semitrailer when operated in a commercial 

tractor-semitrailer combination, with or without load, except t�at. 

the Di rec tor may, by j ourna 1 en try, prohibit the opera ti on of 2ny sue h 

ommercial tractor-semitrailer combination on such state highw2ys or 

portions thereof as the Director designates; 

(4) 28½ feet for any semitrailer or trailer when operated in a 

commercial tractor-semitrailer-trailer co�bination, except that the 
Director may, by journal entry, prohibit the operation of any such 

co�mercial tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination on such state 
highh1 2ys o::- portions thereof as the Director designates; 

(5) 65 feet for any other combination of vehicles coupled 
together, with or without load, except as provided in divisions (b)(3) 

and (4), 

( 6) 
and in division (d) of this section; 
40 feet for all other vehicles except trailers and semitrailers,. 

with or without load. 
·- .- - - - - · · 

· ·····•··-·· -- ·--------- ·­. . . ·-····- · · . ··-· ' -• ··--· ·-- . 

(c) No such vehicle shall have a height in excess of thirteen 
feet six inches, with or without load. 

(d) Any combination of vehicles designed and used exclusively 

for the transportation of motor vehicles shall be allowed a length 

of sixty-five feet, except that the load thereon may extend no more 
than four feet beyond the rear of such combination of vehicles and 

may extend no more than three feet beyond the front of such combination 
of vehicles. 

The lengths prescribed in divisions (b) (2) to (6) of this section 
shall not include safety devices, bumpers attached to the front or 

rear of such bus or combination, energy conservation devices as 
provided in any regulations adopted by the secretary of the United 
States department of transportation, or any noncargo-carrying 
refrigeration equipment attached to the front of trailers and semi­

trailers. In special cases, vehicles whose dimensions exceed those 
prescribed by this section may operate in accordance with rules 
promi.l'lgated by the Director of Transportation. 

··-· - - - . -- ·- . . . . . . .. ···- . 

This section does not apply to fire engines, fire trucks, or other 
vehicles or apparatus belonging to any municipal corporation or to 
the volunteer fire department of any municipal corporation or used by 
such department in the discharge of its functions. This section does 

not apply to vehicles and pole trailers used in the transportation □f __ 
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drilling equipment,· nor to farm machinery and equipment. The owner 
or operator of any vehicle, machinery, or equipment not specifica�ly 
enumerated in this section but the dimensions of which exceed the 
dimensions provided by this section, shall when operating the same on 

the highways and streets of the �unicipality comply with the rules of 
the Director governing such movement, -...·hich rules the Director may 

adopt and promulgate. Ohio R.C. sections 119.01 and 119. 1 3 apply to 

any rules ad.opted under this section, or the amendment o:- recission 
thereof, and any person adversely affected shall have the same right 
of appeal as provided in such sections. 

This section does not require the state, Municipality, county, 
to¼�Ship, or any railroad or other private corporation to provide 
sufficient vertical clearance to permit the operation of such vehicle, 

or to make any changes in or about existing structures now crossing 
streets, roads, and other public thoroughfares in the Municipality. 

( 0 RC 5 5 7 7 • 0 5 ) 

.1. 

339. 04 ROUTE A.ND LOAD INFORMATION. 
Drivers of vehicles described in th.is chapter shall be required, upon request by 

a police officer, to give full and true information as to the route they are following and 
the Il.2..IDe of the con.signor and consignee and place of delivery or removal and the location 
of ·any consignment being hauled or goodB being removed, and upon a designation by such 
police officer of a route to be followed, shall 1.mmediately adopt and pursue such route. 

339. 05 WHEEL PROTECTORS. 
No person shall drive or operate, or cause to be driven or operated, any commercial  

car, trailer or semitrailer, used for the transportation of  goods or  property, foe gross 
':. �e. J'ei1:,.1,t of which, with load, exceeds three tons, upon the streets, bridges and culverts 
within this Municipality unless such vehicle is equipped with suitable metal protectors 
or substantial flexible flaps on the rearmost wheels of such vehicle or combination of 
vehicles to prevent, as far as practicable, the wheels from throwing dirt, water or 
other materials on the windshields of following vehicles. Such protectors or flaps shall 
have a ground clearance of not more than one-fifth of the distance from the center of 
the rearmost axle to the center of the flaps under any conditions of loading of the vehicle, 
and they shall be at least as wide as the tires they are protecting. If the vehicle- is so 
designed and constructed that such requirements are accomplished by means of fenders, 
body construction or other means of enclosure, then no such protectors or flaps are 
required. Rear wheels not covered at the top by fenders, bodies or other parts of the 
vehicle shall be covered at the top by protective means extending at least to the center 
line of the rearmost axle. (ORC 5577 .11) · ·· · 

. : ... �-· ' .. .:- . ·: ... 



339 . 06 VEHJC LES TRA.NSPOR TING EXP LOSIVES. 
Any per so n  operating any vehicle t ransporting explosives upon a street or  highway 

11all at all times comply with the foilo'>ving requirements: 
(a) Such  veh i cle sh.all be ma rked or placarded on each side and on L'1e rear \Vi. th 

the wo rd "EXP LO S IVES " in lette rs not less th.an eight inches high, or  there 
shall be displayed on the rear of such vehicle a red Dag not less than twenty­
fou r inches square m arked \Vi. th the word "DANGER "  in whi te letters six 
inches hi gh, or shal l be marked or placarded in acco rdan ce \l,,i th Sec tion 
1 7 7 .  8 2 3  of the Uni ted S L1. tes Department of  Transportation Re gulation s .  

(b) Such vehi cle shall be equipped \l,,i Ll-i not less th.an two fi re extinguisher s ,  filled 
and ready for immediate use, and placed at convenient po ints o n  such vehicle.  
(OR C  4 5 1 3 .  2 9 ) 

3 39. 07  TOWING REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) When one vehi cle is towing another vehlcle, the drav.'b ar or other connection 

sh.all be o f  sufficient strengih to pull all weight towed thereby, and such drawbar or 
other connection shall not exceed fifteen feet from one vehicle to the other, except 
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the connecti on between any two vehi cles t r anspo rting poles, pipe, machinery or other 
objects of s tru ctural nature w hich cannot readily be dismembered.  

( b) When o ne vehicle i s  towing another and the connection coD..9 ists  only of a 
cha.in, rope or cable , there shall be displayed upon such connection a white flag or 
cloth not les s  -than twelve inches square. 

( c )  In addition to su ch drawbar or other connection, each trailer and each s emi­
trailer which is not  connected to a commercial tractor by means  of  a fifth wheel sb.all 
be coupled with stay cha.ins or cables to the vehl cle by whi ch i t  is being dra,:i,rn. The 
chains or cables sball be of sufficient s ize and strengih to prevent the towed vehi cle 1 s 
parting from the drawing vehicle in case the drawbar or other connection should break 
or become disengaged. In case of a loaded pole trailer, the connecting pole to the 
drawing vehicle shill be coupled to the drawing vehicle v.-ith stay cha.ins  or cables 
of sufficient size and strength to prevent the towed vehicle' s  parting from the drawing 
vehi cl e. 

( d) E very tr ailer or semitrailer,  except pole and cable tr ailer s and pole and 
cable dollies operated by a publi c utility, a..s defined in Ohio  R. C.  57 27 . 01 , shall 
be equipped 'With a coupli.ng devi ce which shall be so  designed and constructed th.at the 
trailer will follow substantially in the path of the vehicle drawing it, without whipping 
o r  swerving from side to s ide. Vehicles used to transport agri cultural produce or 

· agri cultural production  materials between a local pl.ace of s torage and supply and the 
farm ,  when drawn or towed on a publi c road or hi ghway at a speed o f  twenty -five miles 
per hour or les s,  ahall b.2.ve a drawba.r or other connection ,  inclu ding the hitch mounted 
o n  the towing vehicle,  which sh.all be of sufficient strength to pull all the weight towed 
thereby, an d  o nly one such unit may be towed o r  drawn at  one time, unles s  the to,;i.'ing 
vehicle is an agricultural tracto r ,  as  defined in Section 301.  02 . 
(ORC 4 5 1 3. 3 2) 
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3 3 9. 0 8  · LOADS DROPP IN G  OR LEA.KING ; REMOVAL R EQUIRED; TR ACKING 1vfUD ,  
(a) No vehicle shall be driven or moved on 2..!ly street, highway or other public 

place unles s such vehicle is ·  so cons tructed or loaded as to prevent any of i t.s  lo.ad 
from dropping, sifting, leaking or o thenvise es caping therefrom , except that sand 
or other substances may be dropped for be purpo se of securing traction , o r  water 
or other sub stances may be· sprinkled on a roadway in cleaning or m aintaining such 
roadway. (ORC 4 513 . 31) 

(b) No pe rson s hall operate any vehicle so as to track or drop Litter ,  mud, stones , 
gravel or other simi lar material on any street, highway or other public place . 

( c) I t  shall be the duty o f  the driver of a vehicle who unlav;fully drops o r  depo sits 
mud ,  s tones , gravel or other similar material or pennits the load or any portion 
thereof to be dropped or depo s ited upon any street, highway or  o ther public place to 
i mmediatel :v remove the same o r  cause i t  to be removed.  

3 3 9 .  09  SHI FTING LOAD ; LOOSE LO ADS . 
(a) In addi tion to any other lawful requirements of load di s tribution , no person 

sh all operate any vehicle upon a s treet or highway unles s such vehicle i s  so  laden as 
to p revent its contents from shi fting or other.vise unbalancing the vehicle to suc h  an 
extent as to interfere wi th the safe operation of the same. 

(b) No motor vehicle or trailer shall be driven unles s the tailboard o r  tailgate, 
tarpaulin s ,  chains (except ground o r  contact chains), ropes , s takes , poles , and the 
like,  or  any part o f  the load, are securely fastened to prevent dangling , flapping , 
sv.,inging or falling from the s ide ,· end or top of the load or body . .  ill p rojecting 
cargo shall be properly guarded by a red flag or cloth or a red l ight or lante rn as 
requi r ed  by Section 3 37 .  08.  

3 3 9 . 1 0  VE HICLES WITH SPIKES, LUGS AND C HAINS. 
No per son shall drive over the improved streets of this Municipality a traction 

engine or tractor 'Wi th  tires o r  wheels equipped with ice picks , spud s ,  spikes , chains 
or o ther proj ections of any kind extending beyond the cleats , or no person shall tow 
or  in a.ny way pull another vehicle over the improved streets of  this Municipality , 
which towed or  pulled vehicle bas tires or  wheels equipped with ice picks , spuds , 
spL�es , cb2.ins or other projections of any kind. "Traction engine" or " tractor , "  as 

; · used in this secti on, applies to all self-propelling engines equipped with metal -tired 
i __ wheels op erated or propelled by any fo rm of engine, motor or mechanical power • 
(yRC 558 9. 0 8) 
j 
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339 . 1 1  USE OF STUDDED TIRES AND CHAINS. 
(a )  For purpose s of this section, " s b.ldded ti re" means 2.ny tire  designed for use 

on a vehicle, and equipped with metal studs or s tuds of wea.r - res i sting m ate rial that 
proj ect beyond the tread of the trac tion surface of the tire. "Motor v e hicl e ,  1 1  " s treet 
or highv,-ay, 1 1  "public safety vehicle "  and 1 1 school bus"  have the same m eaning as gi ven 
tho s e  ter m s  in Chap ter 3 01 .  

(b) No  pe r son s hall op erate any motor vehicle, other than a public s afety vehicle or 
schoo l bus ,  t.h2.t is e quipped with studded tires on any s tr eet  or hi ghway , except ch.i ring 
the pe riod extending from Novem ber 1 of each year  through Apri l  15 of the succeeding 
year . · 

(c) Thi s s ection does not apply to th e  u s e  of  tire chains when ther e i s  snow or ice 
on the s tr eets or highways whe re such chain s are  being used ,  or the immedi ate vicinity 
thereof. (ORC 55 8 9 .  08 1 )  

339 .  9 9  PENALTY. 
(EDITOR' S NOTE : See S ection 303 .  9 9  for mi sdemeanor clas sifi cation s and 

p enal ties . )  


