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Safety e-n.d Equipment 
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CROSS REFERENCES 
See section2.l histories for si�ar State law 

Number of lights; 
Li�itations on flashing, 
oscillating or rotating 
lights. 

_ Focus & aim of headlights. 
Motor vehicle and 
motorcycle brakes. 
Horn, siren and theft 
alann signal. 
Muffler, Muffler cutout; 
·Excessive smoke, gas or 
noise. 
Rear-view mirror; Clear 
view to front, both sides 
and rear. 
Sign or poster upon 
windshield; Windshield 
wiper. 
Restrictions on use of 
tinted glass and other 
vision obscuring materials. 
Limited load extension 
on left side of passenger 
vehicle. 
Motor vehicle stop lights. 
Air cleaner reQuired. 
Occupant restraining 
devices. 
Child restraint system 
r� q __ �:i_re d. 
Penalty 
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Warning devices for commerci2.l vehicles disabled upon freev.,c.ys -
see Ohio R. C. �513. 28 

Use of stop and turn signals - see TRAF. 331. lt. 
Wheel protectors for commercial vehicles - see TRAF. 339. 05 
Vehicles transporting explosives - see TRAF. 339. 06 
Towing requirements - see TRA.F. 33 9. 07 
Use of studded tires and chains - see TRAF. 339. 11 
Bicycle equipment - see TRAF. 373. 05 et seq. 

337 · 01 DRIVING UNSAFE VEHICLES; VEHICLE BUMPERS AND HEIGHT. 
(a) No person shall drive or move, or cause or kno\1,-ingly permit to be driven or moved, on any street any vehicle or combination of vehicles which is in such unsaie condition as to end.anger any person or property. 
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) (b) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit the use of 
:1.dditional parts and accessories on any vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions of 
this chapter. 

(c) The provisions of this chapter with respect to equipment on vehicles do not 
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apply to implements of husbandry, road machinery, road rollers or agricultural tractors 
except as made applicable to such articles of machine I;'. (ORC 4513. 02) 

(d) No person shall operate upon any street or highway any motor vehicle that: 
(1) Was originally equipped with bumpers as standard equipment, unless the 

vehicle is equipped \vit.h bumpers equal to the original equipment when so 
operated. 

(2) Has a suspension system or body so modiiied that the height of any bumper 
on the vehicle v":ries more than three inches from the original manufactured 
bumper height for the vehicle. (ORC 4513. 021) 

337. 02 LIGHTED LIGHTS; MEASUREMEN T OF DISTANCES AND HEIGHTS. 
(a) Every vehicle upon a street or highway during the time from one-half hour after 

sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, and at any other time when there are tmfavorable 
atmospheric conditions or when there is not sufficient natural light to render discernible 
persons, vehicles and substantial objects on the street or highway at a distance of 1,000  
feet a.head, shall display lighted lights and illuminating devices as required by  this chap-

�) for different classes of vehicles. No motor vehicle, during such times, shall be 
operated upon a street or highway using only parking lights as illumination . 

. (b) Whenever in such sections a requirement is declared as to the distance from 
which certain lights and devices shall render objects visible, or within which such lights 
or devices sh.all be visible, such distance shall be measured upon a straight level unlighted 
street under normal atmospheric conditions unless a different condition is expressly 
stated. 

(c) Whenever in such sections a requirement is declared as to ·the mounted height 
of lights or devices, it sh.all mean from the center of such light or device to the level 
ground upon which the vehicle stands. (ORC 4513. 03) 

337. 03 HEADLIGHTS ON MOTOR VEHICLES AND MO1DRCYCLES. 
(a) Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, shall be equipped. with at least 

two headlights with at least ·one near each side of the front of the motor vehicle. 

(b) Every motorcycle shall be equipped with at least one and not more than two 
headlights. (ORC 4513. 04) 
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337. 04 TA.IL LIGHT; ILLUMINATION OF REAR LICENSE PLATE. 
(a) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer or vehicle which is 

being drawn at the end of a train of vec.icles shall be equipped with at lea.st one tail 
light mounted on the rear which, when lighted, shall emit a red Ugbt \1sible from a 
distance of 500 feet to the rear, provided that in the ca.Be of a train of vehicles only 
the tail light on the rear-most vehicle need be visible from the distance specified. 
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(b) Either a tail Ugbt or a separate light sh.all be so constructed and placed as to 
illuminate ·with a white light the rear registration pl.B.te, when such registration pl.B.te 
is required, and render it legible from a distance of fifty feet to the rear. Any tail 
light, together with any separate light for illuminating the rear registration plate, sh.all 
be so wired as to be lighted whenever the headlights or aux:ilia.ry driving lights are lighted, 
except where separate lighting systems are provided for trailers for the purpose of illum­
inating such registration plate. (ORC 4513. 05) 

337. 05 REAR RED REFLECTORS. 
Every new motnr vehicle sold after September 6, 1941, and operated on a street., 

other than vehicles of the type mentioned .in Section 337. 06 or a commercial tractor 
to which a trailer or semitrailer is attached, shall carry at the rear, either as a 
part of the tail lights or separately, two red reflectors of such size and'characteristlcs 
and so maintained as to be visible at night from all distances v.ithln 300 feet to fifty feet 
from such vehicle. (ORC 4513. 06) 

337. 06 SAFETY LIGHTING ON CO:M:M:ERCIAL VEHICLES. 
Busses, trucks, commercial tractors, trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers, 

when operated upon any street, shall be equipped with clearance lights, marker lights, 
reflectors and stop lights as required by State regulations. Such equipment shall be 
lighted at all times mentioned in Section 337. 02 except that clearance lights and side 
marker lights need not be lighted on a vehicle operated where there is sufficient light 
to reveal any person or substantial object on the street at a distance of 500 feet. 

Such equipment shall be in addition to all other lights speclfically required by 
Section 337. 02 to Section 337. 15, inclusive. Vehicles operated under the jurisdiction 
of the Ohio Public Utilities Commission are not subject to this section. 
(ORC 4513. 07) 

337. 07 OBSCURED LIGHTS ON VEHICLES IN COMBINATION. 
Whenever motor and other vehicles are operated in combination during the time 

that lights are required, any light, except tail lights, which by reason of its location 
on a vehicle of the combination would be obscured by another vehicle of the combination 
need not be lighted, but this section does not affect the requirement that lighted clear­
ance lights be displayed on the front of the foremost vehicle required to have clearance 
lights or that all lights required on the rear of the rearmost vehicle of any combination 
shall be lighted. (ORC 4513, 08) 
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337. 08 RED LlGHT OR RED FLAG ON EXTE:NDED LOADS. 
Whenever the load upon any vehicle extencs to the rear four feet or more beyond 

the bed or body of such vehicle, there shall be displayed at the ex1:reme rear end of the 
load, at the times specified in Section 3.37. 02, a red light or lantern plainly visible from 
a distance of at least 500 feet to the sides and rear. The red light or lantern required 
by this section is in addition to the red rear light required upon every vehicle. At any 
other time there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of such load a red Dag or 
cloth not less than sixteen inches square. (ORC 4513. 09) · 

337. 09 LIGHTS ON PARKED OR STOPPED VEHICLES. 
Except in case of an emergency, whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a 

roam•;ay open to traffic or shoulder adjacent thereto, whether attended or unattended 
during the times mentioned in Section 337. 02, such vehicle shall be equipµed with one 
or more lights which shall exhibit a white or amber light on the roadv,.,ay side \fisible 
from a distance of 500 feet to the front of such vehicle, and a red light \fisible from 
a distance of 500 feet to the rear. No lights need be displayed upon any such vehicle 
when it is stopped or parked where there is sufficient light to reveal any person or 
substantial object within a distance of 500 feet upon such street. Any lighted headlights 
upon a parked vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed. (ORC 4513. 10) 

337. 10 LIGHTS ON SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES; EMBLEM REQUIRED. 
� (a) .AJl vehicles other than bicycles, including animal-drawn vehicles and vehicles 

_ _,.,referred to in Section 337. 01 (c), not specifically required to be equipped with lights 
or other lighting devices by Sections 337. 02 to 337. 09, shall at ail times specified in 
s·ection 337. 02, be equipped with at least one light displaying a white light visible from 
a distance of not less than 1,000 feet to the front of the vehicle, and shall also be equipped 
with two lights displaying red light visible from a distance of not less than 1,000 feet 
to the rear of the vehicle, or as an alternative, one light displaying a red light visible 
from a distance of not less than 1,000 feet to the rear and two red reflectors visible 
from all distances of 600 feet to 100 feet to the rear when illuminated by the lawful 
lower beams of headlights. Every animal-drav.rn vehicle shall at all times be equipped 
\l.ith a slow-moving vehicle emblem complying with subjection (b) hereof. 

Lights and reflectors required by this section shall meet standards adopted and 
promulgated by the Ohio Director of Highway Safety. 

(b) All fann machinery and other machinery, including all road construction 
machinery, upon a street or highway, except when being used in actual construction 
and maintenance work in an area guarded by a flagman, or where flares are used, 
or when operating or traveling within the lirnits of a construction area designated 
by the Ohio Director of Transportation, or the Municipal or County Engineer, when 
such construction area is marked in accordance with requirements of the Director 
and the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, as set forth in Ohio R. C. 4511. 09, 

_which is designed for operation at a speed of twenty-five miles an hour or less shall 
_%e operated at a speed not exceeding twenty-five miles per hour, and shall display a 

triangular slow-moving vehicle emblem (SMV). The emblem shall be mounted so as 
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to b e  \is ible from a dis t.2..nce o f  not le ss  than 500 feet to th e  rear . The Ob..io Dire ctor 
of  Higbway S aiety shall adopt s tandards and specifications fo r tbe d e s i �  and po s i tion 
of molillting the SMV embl em. The standards and specifications for SMV emblems  
r efe rred to i::1 tJ,J s section s h all correlate v.ith and ,  so  far a s  pos s ibl e ,  conform ,>,i ili 
those approved by fu e  Ame ri can Soci ety o f Ag-ri cultural Engineers. 

(c)  Th e us e of this embl em shall be res tricted to anl.m nl -d.rav.'TI v ehi cles ,  and to 
the slow-mo \ing vehicle s  specWed in sub s ection (b) h ereof op e ratin g or trav eling 
wi thi.n the ll..m.i ts of th e  higbway. I ts use on slow-moving v e hl cles b eing transporte d 
upon oLri er typ e s  of veb..icles or on any other type of vehi cle o r  stationary obj ect o n  
the hi ghway i s  prohlbi te d .  

( d) No pe rson shall s e ll ,  leas e,  r en t  o r  operate any slow - moving vehicle, as 
defined in s ubsection (b) hereof, except those units designed to b e  completely mounted 
on a primary power unit, which is manufacture d  or a s s emble d  on or a.Jter April 1, 1 966 , 
unl ess the vehicle is equipped with a slow-moving vehicle emblem mounting devi ce as 
sp e ci fi ed in subsec tion (b) h er eof. 

( e ) Tn e slow -movin g vehicles specffi ed in subse ction (b) her eo f  say , in addition 
to the us e  o f  tbe  s low -moving vehicle emblem be  equipped ,;i,ith a red flashing light 
which shall be visibl e from a distance of not less than 1 , 000  feet  to the r ear at all 
tim es sp e ci fi ed  in Section 3 3 7 . 02. When a double-faced light is used, it shall di splay 
amber light to the front and red light to the rear. 

( f )  Every anima l-draW:1 vehic le upon a st::-eet or h ighwa y sha l l  

a t  a ll times be equipped in one of the f ollowing wa y s : 

( 1 )  With a slow-moving vehi c le emblem c omplying w ith divis i on 
( b )  o f . thi s secti on; 

( 2 )  With al -cernate ref lec tive rr,ateria l c ompl ying w i "'::n ru les 
a d outed unde r thi s  di v i s i on;  

( 3 )  Wi t:'1 both a � l ow-m ov ing vehic le emb lem and a lte::.-1ate ref ­

lecti ve materia l a s  specified in this  divi s i on ,  

The Director , �ubject to Ohi o  R . C. Chapter 1 1 9 ,  sha ll a d. opt rules 

estab lishing s tan dards and s pec i f i c ati ons f or the p o s i tion of  

m ounting  of  the a lternate ref lecti ve material auth ori zed. by thi s  

di vis i on .  Tne ru les  shall  perm it ,  a s  a min imum, the a lte::-nate ref ­

le c ti v e  mate :'i2.l  t o  be black , gray , o r  s i lver in c ol or. '!'he 2. lte rn a te 

reflec tive ;:;;aterial shall be m ounted on the anim2. l -"dra1,,.rn vehicle s o  

a s  t o  be v i s i b le ,  a t  all  times  specified in Ohio R. C .  4 5 1 3 . 03 ,  f r om 

a dis tance of n o t  les s  than f i ve hun dred feet t o  the rea:' when 

illum in ated b y  the lawf u l  l ower beams o f  hea dlamps.  
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3 3 7 .  11 SPOT LIGHT A1'.u AUXILLIBY LIGHTS. 
(a) Any m otor v ehi cl e  may be equ ipped \I.1 th not more tb.an on e spo tlight an d  

e v e :-y lighted spot.Ught shall b e  s o  aimed and u s ed up o n  approaching another v ehi cl e 
iliat no part of  Ll-ie high- intens i ty porti on of th e  beam v.ill be dlre c ted to th e  l e ft o f  the  
p ro longa tion o f  be extreme left s ide of  th e v ehi cle ,  nor mor e than 1 00 feet  ahead o f  
fo e  vehicle .  

(b) Any moto r vehi cle  may be  equipped v.ith not more foan thre e  S tate approved 
auxili.ary dr i vin g Lights mounted on the front of the vehicl e ,  whl ch when u s ed shill 
conJorm to State  r�-ulation s .  (ORC 4 513 . 12) 

3 3 7 .  1 2  COW L ,  FE ND ER AND BACK -UP LIGHTS . 
(a) Any m otor vehi cle may be equipped with s ide  cowl or fender lights or li ghts 

o n  each s ide thereof whi ch shall emit a white or amb er Light without gl ar e .  

(b) Arl y  m ot.or v ehi cl e may b e  equipp ed ',l,,ith back-up Lights , ei t..."i er s eparately 
or in combination v.ith anothe r  l ight. No back-tqJ lights s h ill b e  continuously lighte d  
whe n  the motor vehicle i s  in forwar d  motion. (ORC 451 3 .  1 3) 

J 3 37. 1 3  DIS P LAY O F  LIGHTED LIGH TS .  
(a) At all t:irn es mentioned in S ection 3 37.  0 2  at le a.st .  two S tate approv ed li ghted 

lights shall be  displayed conforming to State regulations , one n ear e ach side  of  the 
front o f  e ve ry motor vehlcle , except when such vehicle is parked subj e ct to tbe r egu ­
lation s governin g lights o n  pa rked vehicles.  (ORC 4513. 14)  

(b) Howe ver, on a motorcycle, there sh.all be displayed at  lea.st one  and not mor e  
than tw o  lighte d lights a s  required herein. 

337 , , 4  u s= OF h'"°SADLIGHT 3=AMS 

\l'henever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roa d"'· ay  or 
shou lder ad j ac ent thereto during t�e times spe cifiei in sec �i on 

337 , 02 ,  th.e dri ver sha ll  u se a di s t !"ib u tion of l i g:: t, or com p o s i te 

beam , dir e c ted high enough and of suffic ient intens ity t o  revea l 

p e r s on s, vehic les , and s ubstan tial obj ec ts at a s a : e d i s tanc e in 

a dv an c e  of the vehi cle, subj ec t to the following r e qui rements : 

( a ) Whenever a dri ver of a vehic le approache s an oncoming 
vehic le, suc h driver shall  u se a distribution of li ght, or com ­

posite beam, so aimed that  tne gla rin g rays a re no� pro j e c ted into 
the eyes of the oncoming dri ver. 
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( b )  � v ery n e w  m otor  vehic le re g i s t e red in Ohi c ,  .,.,,hic h has 

m u l � i p l e -beam  roa d l igh ting e qu i pmen t sha ll  be e qu i ?pe d w ith a b e am 

i n d i c at or ,  wh i ch  s ha l l  be  s o  l i ghte d when e v e r  the U ? p e rm o st d i s tri ­

bu t i on o f  l igh t  fro� th e h e a d l i gh ts  i s  in u s e , an d s ha l l  n o t  o th e r -

1-; i s e b e  l i gh t e c .  Sa i d  i:1 c i c 2 --c o:::- sha�l  b e  s o  design e d  a n d  l oc a t e d  

th a t ,  wh en  ligh te d ,  it w i ll  b e  re a d i ly v i s i b le w i thout g la re  t o  the  
dri v e r  of  th e v e hic le . ( OR:::: 4 5 1 3 . 1 5 ) 

3 3 7 . 1 5  LIGH TS O F  L E SS INTENSITY O N  SLOW -MOVING VEHICLES. 
Any m o t.or vehicle may be operated under the condi tions specified in Section 3 3 7 ,  02 

whe n  it is e quipped with two ligb ted lights upon the front thereof cap able of r evealing 
· :; r sons and sub stantial cb j ects s eventy-five feet ab ead in li eu of lights required in 
,_;2ctioo 3 3 7 . 13 , p rovided that such vehicle shall not b e  operated at a sp e ed in exce s s  
o f  twenty mil e s  per hour . (ORC 4 5 1 3 . 1 6) 

3 3 7 .  1 6  l'-.u1·U3 E R  O F  LI G H TS ;  LIMITATIONS ON F LASHING , O SCILLA TIN G OR 
RO TA TING LIGH TS .  

(a) Whenever a motor v ehicle equipped with h eadlights i s  al s o  equipped wi th any 
auxiliary light s or spotlight or  any other light on the front thereof  proj ecting a b e':m 
of  an intens ity g-reater than 3 0 0  candle power , not more than a total o f  five  of  any such 
l ights on the front of a vehicl e shall  be lighted at any on e time when such v ehicl e i s  
upon a highway . 

(b) Any l ighted l ight  or illuminating device upon a motor vehicl e ,  other  L\-i.an 
headlights , spo ilights , s ignal l ights or auxiliary driv ing lights , which p roj ects a beam 
of  light of an i n tens i ty g-r eater than 300  candl e pow er shall be so dir ected that no 
part of  th e bea m  wil l  str ike the level o f  the roadw2.y on which the vehicl e  s tands at  a 
dis t2.nce o f  mo r e  than s eventy -fi v e  feet from th e vehicle . 

(c) Fla shing l ights 2.re p rohibited on motor v ehicle s ,  except as a means for i ndi ­
cating a r ight o r  a l e ft turn ,  or  in the p r e s ence o f  a vehicular traffic hazard r eq uir i ng 
unu sual car e in appr oaching , or  overtaking or  pas sing.  This prohibition does not apply 
to emerg ency vehi cl e s , road s ervice vehicle s  s ervicing or towing a dis abl ed v ehicle, 
}affi.c line s tr iper s ,  snow pl ows, rural mail delivery vehicl e s ,  Ohio D epartm ent 

of Transportation maintenanc e v e hicl e s, fun eral h ear s e s ,  funeral e scor t  vehicl e s  

67  
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and similar equipment operated by the Departm ent or lo cal authoritie s ,  which shall 
be equipped with and di splay, when used on a street or highway for the special pur ­
pos e neces sitating such lights , a flashing , oscillating or rotating amber light, but 
shall not display a flashing , os cillating or rotating light of any other color, nor to 
v ehicles or machinery permi tted by Section 3 37. 10 to have a flas hing red light , 

(d) Except a person operating a public safety vehicle , as de fined in Section 

6 8  

301. 27, or a s chool bus,  no person shall operate, move or park upon or perm.it to 
stand wi thin the right of way of any public street or highway any v ehicle or equipment 
whi ch is equipped with and di splaying a flashing red or a flashing comb ination red and 
white light, or an osc il lating or rotating red light, or a combination red and whi te  
oscillating or rotating light ; and except a public lB.w enforcement officer , or other 
person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the State or Municipality , 
operating a public safety vehicle when on duty, no person s h.all operate , move or park 
upon, or pe nn.it to s tand with.in the right of way of any street or highway any vehicle or 
equipment whi ch i s  equipped with,  or upon which is mounted ,  and di splaying a flashing 
blue or a flashing combination blue and white light , or an o s cillating or rotating blue 
light, or a combination blue and white oscillating or rotating light. Th.is s ection shall 
not prohibit the us e of warning l ights required by law or the s imultaneous flashing of 
turn signals on disabled vehicles .  (ORC 4513 . 17) 

3 37 . 17 rocus AND ATh1 OF HEADLIGHTS. 
No person shall use  any lights mentioned in Sections 3 3 7 .  0 2  to 3 37. 1 6 ,  inclu sive ,  

upon any motor vehi cle, trailer or semitrailer unles s  the lights are  equipped, mounted 
and adjusted as to focus and a.im in accordance with State regulation s .  
(OR C 451 3 .  1 9) 

3 37. 1 8  MOTOR VE HICLE AND MOTOR CY CLE BRAK.ES. 
The follov.·ing requirements govern as to brake equipment on vehicles : 
(a) Every mo tor v ehicle , other than a motorcycle, when opera ted upon a street 

or highv.ray ,  shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the movem ent 
of and to stop and hold s uch motor vehi cl e ,  including two s eparate  means of 
applying the brakes ,  each of which means shall be effective to apply the 
brake s to at le ast two wheels . If these  rn•o s eparate means of applying the 
b rake s are connected in any way , then on su ch motor ve hicles manufactured 
or as sembled_ after J anuary 1 ,  1 942 , they shall be so constructed that failure 
of any one part of the operating mechanism shall not leave the motor vehi cle 
without brakes on at least two wheels . 

(b) Every motorcycle , and bicycle with motor attached, when operated upon 
a stre et o r  highway, , shall be equipped with at least one adequate brake , which 
may be operated by hand or b y  foot . 

(c) Ev ery trail er or  s emitrailer, except a pole trailer,  of a gro s s  weight of 
2 , 0 00 pounds or mor e ,  manufactured or ass embled on or after January 1 ,  
1 942, when operated upon the streets or highway s of thi s Mun.icipality ,  
shall b e  e quipped with brakes ad equate to control the movement o f  and to 
stop and to hold s u ch vehicle and so  designed as to b e  applied by the driver of 
the towing motor v ehicle from its cab, and s uch brak e s  s hall be  so des igned 
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and connected that, in case of a breakaway of the towed vehicle, the brakes 
sh.ail be automati cally applied. 

(d) In any combination of motor-drawn trailers or semitrailers equipped wi th 
brakes, means shall be provided for applying the rearmost br akes in approx­
imate synchroni sm with the brakes on the towing veb.icle, and developing the 
r equi red braking effort on the rearmost wheels at the fastest rate ; or means 
shall be provided for applying braking effort first on the rearmost brakes; 
or both of the aoove means, capable of being used alternatively,  may be em­
ployed. 

(e) Every vehicle and combination of vehicles , except motorcycles and motor ­
driven cycles , and except trailer s and semi trailer s of a gros s weight of less 
than 2, 000 pounds, and pole trailer s, s hall be equipped with parking brakes 
adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it is operated, under all 
condi tions of loa.d.ing , on a surface free from snow , ice or loose material. 
Th e parking brakes sba.ll be capable of being applied i.n conformance with 
the fo regoing requirements by the driver ' s  mus cular effort or by spring  action 
or by equivalent means. Their operation may be assisted by the servi ce brakes 
or other source of power provided that failure of the service brake actuation 
system or other power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking brakes 
from being applied in conformance with the foregoing requirements. The 
parking brakes shall be so designed that when once applied they S?all remain 
applied v,'itb tbe required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any source of 
energy or leakage of any kind. 

(f) The same brake drums, brake shoes and lining assemblies,  brake shoe 
ancho r s ,  and mechanical brake shoe ac tuation mechanism normally associated 
·with the wheel brake as semblies may be used for both the service brakes and 
the parking brakes. If the means of appl1ing the parking brakes and the ser­
vice brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure 
of any one part shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes. 

(g) Every motor vehicle or combination of motor-drawn vehicles shal l  be capable 
at ·all times and under all conditions of loading of being stopped on a dry, 
smooth , level road free from loose material , upon application of the service 
or foot brake, within the following specified distances, or s hall be capable 
of b eing decelerated at a sustained rate corresponding to these distances :  

From a speed of 20 miles per hour 
Stopping distance Deceleration in 

in feet feet per second 
B rakes on all wheel s . . • . . . . . . .  , 30 • . • • . • 14 
Brakes not on all four wheels . . • . . • 40 , . . • . • 10. 7 

(h) All brakes shall be maintained in good working order and s hall be so adjusted 
as to operate as equally as practi cable v.-ith respect to the wheels on opposite 
sides of the vehicle. (ORC 4513 . 20) 
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3 3 7 ,  1 9  HORN , S IR E N  AND TH E FT ALARM SIGNAL . 

(a) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a stree t  shall be equippe d  \I.1th a 
horn which is in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible, under normal 
conditions, from a distanc e of not less  than 200 feet. 

(b) No mot.or vehicle  shall be equipped wiili, nor shall any person us e upon a 
v ehicle , any siren, whis tl e  or bell .  Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm 
signal device which shall be so  arranged that it cannot be  used as an ordinary warning 
signal .  Every em ergency or public safety vehicle shall b e  equipped Vr1th a s iren , 
whi stle or bell capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a dis ­
tance of not les s than 5 0 0  feet and o f  a type approved by the Ohio Director of Higbv,ay 
Safety . Such equipment shall not be used except when such vehicle  is ope rated in 
response to an em ergen cy call or is in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspe cted 
violator of the law, in whi ch cas e the driver of the emergency or public safety vehicle 
sh.all sound s uch equipment when it is  necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers  
of the approach thereof. (ORC 4513 . 21 ) 

( c) No pe rson shall use the horn of a motor vehicle exc ep t  to give warning to 

other drivers or pedestrians.  

3 3 7 .  20  MU F FLE R; MU F FLER CUTOUT; EXCE SSIVE SMOKE , GAS OR NOISE . 

(a) Every motor v ehicle and motorcycl e with an internal combustion engine shall 
at all tim es be equrpped with a muffler which is  in good worki ng order and in constant 
operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise ,  and no person shall use a muffler 
cutout, by-pass or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a highway .  Every motor­
cycle muffl er shall be equipped with baffle plates. 

(b) No person shall own, operate or have  in his possession any motor v ehicle 
or motorcy cle equipped with a devi ce for producing excessive smoke or gas, or so 
equipped as to permit oil or any other chemical to flow into or upon the exhaust pipe  
or muffler of  such vehicl e ,  or  equipped in any other way  to produce or e mit smoke or 
dangerous or annoying gas e s  from any portion of s uch vehic le ,  other than the ordinary 
gas es emitted by the exhaust of an internal combustion engine under  normal operation. 
(OR C  4513. 22 )  

3 3 7 .  21  REAR-VIEW MIB.ROR ;  C LEAR VIEW TO FRONT, BOTH SIDES AND REAR. 

Every motor vehicle and motorcycle shall be equipped with a mirror so located 
as  to r eflect to the operator a view of the street to the r ear of  such v ehicle or motor­
cycle. Operators of vehicles  and motorcycles shall have a clear and unobstructed view 
to the front and to both sides  of their vehicl es or motorcycl es and shall have a clear 
view to the r ear of their vehi cles or motorcycles by mirror . 
(OR C  4513. 23) 
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3 3 7 . 22 TRA FFIC CODE 

- ) · 3 3 7 .  2 2  S IGN OR POSTER U PO N  W fri'DSHIELD; W INDSHIE LD WIPER.  
( a) No person shall drive any motor vehlc le,  other than a bus, with any s i gn, 

po ster or other nontransparen t mate rial upon the front wind.shl eld, sidewings , side 
or rear  v..1ndows of such vehicle othe r  than a ce rtificate or othe r  paper r equi r ed  t.o 
be display ed by l.aw, exc ep t  that ther e  may be in the lowe r  right-hand corner of the 
wind.s hield a si gn or pos te r not to exceed four inches in height by six inche s  in v.1dth. 

(b) Th e windsbJ eld on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a deYic e for 
c leaning ra.in , s now or other moi sture from th e  windshield, which devic e s hall b e  
maintained in good working order and s o  conB tructed a s  to be controlled or  oper ated 
by the operator of the vehicle. (OR C 4513. 24) 

3 37 . 2 2 1 RES TRICT ION S ON US:S  OF TIN T:::D GLASS  AND OTHE R  

VIS ION 03SC U RIN G MA TERIALS 
( a )  Th e Di rector of Highway S a fety ,  in acc ordance with 
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Chap t e r 1 1 9 of Oh i o  R . C . , sha l l  a d opt rule s  governing the use of 

t int e d  glass ,  and the use of transparent,  n ontransparent, translucent , 

and re f lecto r i z e d  mate ria ls in :Jr on motor v ehicle  windshi e lds, side 

windows , sidewings , and r e a r  \-.' indows tha "t  pre v ent a pe rson of n o rwa l 

v�si on l o oking into the m otor v eh icle from se e ing o r  ide ntify ing 

. p e r s ons or obj e cts inside the motor v e hicle . 

( b )  Th e ru les  adopted  unde r this section ma y pr o v ide for  p e rson s 

wh o me e t  e ithe r bf the f o l l owing qualificati ons : 

( 1 ) On the e ffecti v e  da te of this secti on o r  of any rule  a d opt e d 

und e r  this secti on, own a m otor  v e hicle that doe s n ot c onf o rm  t o  the 

r e qu i rements of thi s secti on or of any rul e  adopte d under this secti on ;  

( 2 ) E s ta b lish resi d ency in this s tate and a r e  re quire d to regi ste r  

a m ot or v e hicle tha t doe s not conform t o  the re qu i rements of this 

s ecti on or of any rule  a d oote d  unde r thi s s e cti on . 

( c ) · N o  pe r s on s hall ope rate on any highway or oth e r p ublic or 

pri vate pr operty ope n  t o  the public for v e hicular trav e l  o r  pa rking, 

l ea s e , or rent any m otor vehicle that is regi ste re d in thi s state 

unl e s s  the m ot o r  v e hicle conforms to the r equ irem e nts of this s ect i on 

- · and of any _ applicabl e rule  a d opte d unde r thi s s ecti on. 
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( d )  N o  pe rs on sha ll  in sta ll i n  o r  on any m otor  v e h i c l e , 2ny gla s s 

or  oth e r  m a t e ri a l  tha t fa i l s  t o  con f o rm to the re q_u i r e m  en  t s  

s e c t i on o r  o f  any ru le adopted unde r this s ecti on. 

,I:' ..,j... '  
• 

O .1.  __ 1,, I"', l S  

( e )  N o  u s ed o r  n ew m o t or v eh i c l e  de a le r ,  a s  de fin e c. i n  4 5 1 7 . 0 1 o f  

Ohi o R . C . , sha l l  s e l l  any m otor  v e hicle that fai l s  t o  c on f o rm  t o  the 

r e q u i rements of thi s s ecti on or of any rule  a d opte d  unde r thi s s ecti on . 

( f )  N o  re f l ect ori z ed mate ::'.'ia ls sha l l  b e  pe I'iTl i tte d t.:. p on or  in  any  

f r ont windshi e ld ,  s ide windows , s i dewings , o r  r ear  window . 

( g )  Thi s s ecti on doe s n ot a pply to the rn anufactu r e r 1 s tin t ing o r  

g la z i n g  of  m otor v e hicle window s or  �indshields tha t i s  o th e rwi s e  in 

c oJJ p l i a nce with or  p e rm i tted by f ede ra l m otor v ehi c le s a f e ty stand.ard 
n u�be r two hundred  f i v e. 

( 0 RC 4 5 1 3 . 2 4 1 ) 

337. 23 LTh1JTED LOAD EXTEN S ION ON L E FT SIDE OF PASSE NGER VE HICLE. 
N o  pas s enger - type vehicle sh.all be operated on a s tr eet with any load carri ed on 

such vehi cle which extends mor e th an s ix  inch e s  beyond the line of  the fender s on the 
vehlcle 1 s le ft s ide. (ORC 451 3.  30) 

3 37 .  24 MO TOR VE .HJ C LE STO P  LIGHTS. 
All motor vehicles when operated upon a s treet, highway or  all ey shall be e quipped 

'Ni th at l eas t one s top light motmted on the rear of the vehicle which sb.all be actuated 
upon a-p;)lication o f  tb e s ervice brak e ,  and which may b€ incorporated -,:,ith oth er  rear 
l · jt.s . Such s top  lights when actuated shall emit a r ed light visible from a distance of 
5 U0 feet to the r ear , provided that in the cas e of a train of vehicles  only the stop lights 
on foe rear-mo st v ehicle n eed be vis ible from the distance specified.. 

Such s top l ights when actuated shall give  a steady warning light to the rear of a 
vehicle or train of vehi cles  to indicate the intention of the ope rator to dimini s h  the 
sp e ed of or s top a vehicle or train of vehicles .  

Whe n  s top lights are us ed as required by this s ection , they shall be constructed 
or installed s o  as to provide adequate and r eliable illumination and shall conform to the 
app ropriate rules and r egulations e stabli shed under Ohio R. C .  4513. 19 . 

Histo ri cal motor vehicle s as defined in Ohio R. C .  4503. 1 81 ar e not subj ect to 
thi s section .  (ORC 451 3 .  071 )  

3 37 . 25 AIR C LE ANER REQUIRE D .  
N o  person shall ope ra te upo n  any s tr e et,  alley or other public place any motor 

v ehicle which i s  not equipped v.i th a functioning ai r  cleaner � 



3 37.2 6 OCCUP/..N T  R.ESTRA IN IN � DE V ICES  
( a )  As  u sed in  thi s sec ti on and in  sec t i on 337 . 9 9  of  tne 

Rev i sed C ode : 

73 

( 1 )  1 1 Aut om ob i le 1 1  means any c omme:::-c ial trac t or , pas senger car , 

c ommerc ial car , or tru c k  that i s  requi red t o  be fac t o ry -equi pped wi th 

an occupan t res t raining device for the ope rat e:::- or  any pas senger by 
regula ti ons ad opted by the U . S . Sec retary of T�ans p or tati on pursuant 

t o  the 1 1 Nati onal Traffic  and M o t or Vehic le Safety J..c t  of 1966 , 1
1 

80 Stat . 7 1 9, 1 5 U.S . C .  1 3 92 . 

( 2 ) " Oc c upant res train ing dev ice"  means a seat  safety belt , 
shoulder belt ,· harness , or o ther safety devi ce f or res tra ining a 

pers on wh o i s  an operator  of or pas senger in an autom o b i le and that 

satis fies the m inimum federal vehic le safety standard s  es tabli shed 
by the U . S. Department o f  Transp ortati on. 

( 3 )  " Pas senger" means any pers on in an autom ob ile ,  o ther than its 

operat or, wh o i s  oc c upying a seating p o s i ti on for  whi c h  an oc cupant 
res training dev i ce i s  pr ovided . 

( 4 )  " C ommerc ial trac t or , " "pas senger car , " and " c ommerc ial car " 

haYe the same meanings as  in Chapter 301 . 

( 5 )  " Vehic le" and " m o t or vehic le" , a s  used in  the defini ti ons of  
the term s set  f orth in divi s i on ( a ) ( 4 ) of  thi s sec ti on ,  hav e the same 

meaning as in Chapter 301 . 

( b ) N o  per s on shall do any of the f ollowing : 

( 1 ) Operate an aut om obi le on any s treet or highway unles s he is 

wearing all of  the avai lable elements  o f  a pr operly ad j us ted occupant 

res tra ining dev i ce ,  or operate a s c h o ol bu s that has an oc cupant 
res training �ev i ce ins talled f or u se in i t s  ouerat or 1 s - seat  unles s- he 

i s  wearing all o f  the avai lable elemen t s  of the device , as  properly 
ad j us ted ; 

( 2 ) Overate an aut om obi le on any s treet or highway unles s eac h  

p a s senger . in the aut om obi le who i s  sub j ec t  t o  the reauirement set f orth  

in div i s i on ( b ) (3 )  o f  thi s sec ti on is  wearing all of the available 

elemen t s  of a p r operly adj us ted oc c upant res t raining device ;  

( 3 )  Oc c upy , as  a pas senger , a seating p os i t i on on the front seat  

of  an aut om obi le being operated on any s treet or hi ghway unless  he  is  

wearing all of the available element s  of  a pr operly adj us ted occupant 
res training dev i ce .  



( c )  Divi s i on (b ) ( 3 )  o f  this  s e cti on d oe s no : apply  to  a pe r s o:1 

wh o i s  re qu ire d  by s e cti on 337.27 to be  s e c ured  in  a c hi ld re s t ra in t  

d e vi c e . Di v i s i on (b ) ( 1 ) of  thi s s e c t i on d oe s  not apply t o  a p e r s on wh o 

i s  an empl oy e e  of th e Unite d State s p o s t a l  se rvic e or  of  a newspaper 

h om e  d e l i v e ry s e rvi c e, during any pe ri od in  which  the o e rs un i s  

e n gage d  i n  th e ope rati on o f  an a utom ob i le to de li v e r  ma i l  or  new s pa p e rs  

t o  addre s s e e s .  Di v i s i ons ( b ) ( 1 ) and ( 3 )  o f  this  s e cti on d o  not  apply 

to a pe r s on wh o ha s an aff ida vit s i gn e d by a physic ian l i c e n s e d  t o  

p ra c t i c e i n  the state of Ohi o und er  Chapter 4731 of  the Ohi o Re vi s e d  

C od e  o r  a chi ropractor li c e n s e d  t o  pra cti c e  i n  the state of Ohi o unde r 

Cha p t e r  4 7 3 4  of the Ohi o Re vi s e d  Code that state s that the p e rs on ha s 

a phy s i c  a 1 impai nnen  t that make s the u s e  of an oc c upant re s tra ining 
d e vi c e  imp os s ib le or impractic a l. Divisi on ( b ) of thi s s e cti on d o e s  

not app ly t o  a n  operator of o r  a pa s s enge r in a n  autom ob i l e  w h o  i s  

p r ote cte d by a n  automati c � air  c u shi on re straint system. 

( d )  N otwiths tanding any provi s i on of  law to the c on-'crary , no law 

enf orc em e nt offi c e r  sha ll c au s e  an ope rator of  a n  au t om ob il e  b e ing 

ope rate d on any stre et or highwa yto stop the a u t om ob i l e  !or th e s ole  

purpos e of d ete rmining whethe r a vi olati on of  d ivi s i on ( b ) of  thi s 

s e cti on has b e en or i s  b e ing c ommitte d or  f or the s ol e  purp o s e • · o f  

i s s uing a tic ket , c itati on , or  s umm ons f or such  a vi olati oncor f or 

c au s i ng the arre st of or c omm enc ing a pr o s e c uti on of a�pe rs on · �f or · su c h  

vi o lati on , and n o  law enf orc e m ent offi c e r  shal l  v i e w  the inte ri or  o r  

vi sua l ly inspect  2.r1.y autom ob i l e  be ing ope rate d on any s tre e t  or high ­

way f or the s ol e  purp o s e  o f  d ete rm in_ing whether  s u c h  a v i olati on h a s  
b e en or i s  b e ing c omm itte d. 

( ORC 45 1 3 . 2 63 )  
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3 37 . 2 7 C H ILD RES TRA IN T  SYSTEM REQU IRED 
( a ) When any child who i s  le s s  than four years  of age  or w e i gi s  

le s s  than forty pounds is be ing transported in a motor vehi c le ,  otie r 

than a taxic a b, tha t is  owned by his  pa rent or lega l gua rdian and i s  

re gi s t e red in the s ta te o: Oh io, and the motor ve h ic le i s  re quired  b y  

the Uni ted S tat e s d epa rtment  of transporta tion t o  b e  e qu ipp e d  w i th 

s e a t  b e lts  a t  the t ime of manufa c ture or a s s emb ly, the ope ra t or o: the 

motor  ve h ic le sha ll have the chi ld prope rly se cured in a c c ordanc e w i th 

the manufa c ture r ' s  ins truc tions in a child re s tra int sys tem  tha t mee t s  

fede ra l motor vehicle  safe ty s tanda rds. 

( b )  When any chi ld who i s  le s s  than one year  of age i s  b e ing 

t ransported in a motor vehic le, othe r than a tax i c a b  or pub lic  s a f e t y  

vehi c l e  a s  defined i n  s e c tion 3 0 1 . 27 ,  tha t i s  regi s te re d  i n  the sta t e  

of Ohio but i s  not owned b y  h i s  pa rent or lega l  guardian, and the 

motor ve hi c le i s  re quire d  by the Uni ted S ta te s de pa rtment of trans ­

por ta t ion to be e quipped wi th s e a t  b e lts  a t  the time  of manufac ture 

or a s s embly, the ope rator of the motor vehic le sha ll  have the child 

p rope rly s e c ured in a c cordanc e wi th the manufac ture r ' s ins t ruc t ions in 
a c hi ld re s tra int  sys tem tha t m e e t s  fede ral motor v e hi c l e  s afe ty 
s tanda rds . 

( c ) When any chi ld who i s  one year  of age or olde r bu t i s  le s s  

than four y e a �s of a ge or we i ghs le s s  than forty pounds i s  b e ing 

tran s ported in a motor v ehic le , othe r than a taxic ab, tha t i s  regi s t e red  

in the  s ta t e of Ohio but  is  not own e d  by hi s parent or  lega l  gua rdian, 

and the motor v e hic l e  i s  r e quired  by the Uni t e d  S ta t e s departm en t of 

t ransporta tion to be e quipped wi th s e a t  be lts  a t  the t ime  of manufa c ­

ture o r  a s s embly , the ope ra tor of the motor vehi c le shall ha ve  the 

c hi ld p rope rly s e cured in a c c ordanc e with  the manufac ture r • s  ins truc ­

t ions in  a c hi ld re s traint s ys tem  tha t m e e t s  fede ra l motor vehi c le 

s afe ty  s tandards , if  such a s y s t em i s  ava i lable . If such  a c hi ld 

r e s t ra int s ys te m  is not a v a i l able , the ope ra tor of the motor v ehicle  
s hall  ha ve  the c hi ld prope rl y  s e c ured  in  a lap  be l t, or  i f  a lap  be l t  
i s  not a v a ilabl e , in a s e a t  b e l t . 



( d )  \'.'hen any child who is less than four years of age or weigh s 

les s  than forty pounds is being tran spo rted in a motor vehicle , othe r 

than a taxicab, that is registered in the state of Ohio and is owned, 

leased , or otherwise under the control of a nursery s c hool , kinder­

garten , or day-care center, the operator of the motor vehic le shall 

have the c hild properly s e cured in ac cordance with the manufacturer ' s  

in s truction s in a child restraint sy stem that meets federal motor 

vehic le safety standards. 

7 6  

( e )  The Director of Highway Safety shall adopt such rules a s  are 

neces s ary to c arry out this section , and may adopt rules establishing 

exemptions  additional to those established in division ( g )  of this 

sec tion if the direc tor determines that use of a child res traint 

s ystem , lap belt, or seat belt would be impractic al because of a 
physical handicap of a child and i f  the additional exemption s are 
direc tly related to that impracticality . 

( f )  The failure of an operator of a motor vehic le to sec ure a 

c hild in a child restrain t system , lap belt , or seat belt as required 

by this section is not negligence imputable to the c hild , is not 

admis s ible as evidence in any civil action involving the right s  of 

the c hild again s t  any other person allegedly liable for in j uries to 

the c hild,  is not tobe used as a basis for a c riminal prosecution of 

the operator of the motor vehic le other than a prosec u tion for a 
violation of this sec tion , and is not admissible as evidence in any 

c riminal ac tion involving the operator of the motor vehicle other than 

a prosecution for a violation of this sec tion . 

( g )  This sec tion does not apply when an emergenc y  exi s t s  that 

threaten s the life of any person operating a motor vehicle to whom 
this s ection otherwise would apply or the life of any c hild who other­

wise would be required to be res trained under this sec tion . 



( h )  The c ourt sha ll dismis s a cha rge brought a gains t a pers on 
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wh o is a resident of the state of Ohio and is charged with a fir s t  

vi olation of division ( a ) ,  ( b ) ,  ( c ) ,  o r  ( d )  of this section ,  and may 

waive c o sts , if the pers on pr oves to  the c ourt , by a prep onderance of 

the evidence , that he , pri or t o  the s cheduled c ourt appearance in ­

dic a ted  on the citation issued to him , purchased , borr owed , or ren ted 

f o r  the period of time that the child involved in the alleged vi olation 

wa s or will be in the pers on ' s  c are or  cus tody , a c hild restraint 

syste� tha t meets federa l motor  vehic le safety s tanda rds.  The c ourt 

sha ll  n o t  dismis s a charge br ought agains t the pers on and sha l l  

imp ose  the a pplic able fine levied by division ( H )  of  sec ti on 4 51 1 . 99 

of  the Ohio Revised C ode if the pers on fails to pr ove t o  the c ourt , 

by a prep onderance of the evidence ,  tha t he ha s properly  obtained a 

child restraint sys tem in acc ordance with this division and is c on­
vic ted of the offense . 

( i )  If  a pers on who is a resident of the state of Ohio is c harged 

with a sec ond vi olation of divis i on ( a ) ,  ( b ) , ( c ) ,  o r  ( d )  of this 

section and is c onvicted but proves t o  the c ourt by a p rep onderance 

of the evidence that he , pr� or to the scheduled c our t appearance 

indica ted on the cita tion issued t o  him , purcha sed , borrowed , o r  

ren ted f o r  the period of time tha t the c hild involved in the violation 
wa s or will be in the per s on ' s c a re or  c ustody , a c hild restraint 

sys tem tha t meet s federa l m o t or vehic le - safety standa rds , the c ourt 

shall imp o se the app lic able fine levied by division ( H )  of section 

4 5 1 1 , 99 of the Ohio Revised C ode. If the per s on fails t o  prove t o  the 

c ourt that he has  properly obtained a child res traint system� in 

ac c ordance with this division , the c ourt sha ll  imp o se the applic able 

fine levied by division ( H ) of sec tion 45 1 1 . 99 of Ohio R.C . 

( j f  If a pers on who is n ot a residen t of the sta te of Ohio i s  

charged with a viola ti on o f  division ( a )  thru ( d )  of this  sec tion and 

does n o t  prove t o  the c ourt  tha t his use or n onuse of a child restraint 

system was  in a c c ordance with the law of the s ta te of which he is  a 
resident , the c ou rt sha l l  imp ose the fine levied by division ( I )  of 

section 4 5 1 1 .99 of the Ohio Revised C ode. 
( ORC 45 1 1 .8 1 ) 
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3 3 7 , 9 9 PENALTY 

( EDI TO R ' S  NOTE : See Sec ti on 3 03 , 99 f or misdemeanor c la s sific a tions 

and pen a l t ies . )  


