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CROSS REFERENCES 
See sectional histories for similar State law 
Obedience to traffic control devices - see TRAF. 313. 01 
Operation of bicycles ar,d motorcycles - see TR.AF. 373. 01 et seq. 

331. 01 DRIVING UPON RlGHT SIDE OF ROADWAY; EXCEPTIONS .. 
(a) Upon all roadways of sufficient width, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right 

half of the roadway, except as follows: 
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(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direc­
tion, or when making a left turn under the rules governing such movements; 

) 

(2) When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the 
center of the highway; provided, any person so doing shall yield the right 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

of ,vay to all vehicles traveling in the proper direction upon the unobstructed 
portion of the highway 'Nithin such distance as to constitute an immediate 
hazard; 
When driving upon a roadway divided into three or more marked lanes for 
traffic under the rules applicable thereon; 
When driving upon a roadway designated and posted with signs for one-v,ay 
traffic; 
When otherwise directed by a police officer or traffic control device. 

\b) Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed of 
traffic at the time and place and under the conditions then existing sball be driven in 
the right-hand lane th en available for traffic, or as close as practicable to the right­
hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtaking and passing another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left turn. 

(c) Upon any roadway having four or more lanes for moving traffic and providing 
for two-way movement of traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center 
line of the roadv.·ay, except when authorized by official traffic control devices designating 
certain lanes to the left of the center of the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise 
permitted to use the lanes, or except as permitted under subsection (a) (2) hereof. 

Subsection (c) hereof shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the center 
line in making a left turn into or from an alley, private road or driveway. 
(ORC 4511. 25) 

331. 02 PASSING TO RIGHT WHEN PROCEEDING IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. 
Operators of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the 

right, and upon roadways having ,vidth for not more than one line of traffic in each 
direction, each operator shall give to foe other one-half of the main traveled portion of 
the roadv,,ay or as nearly one-half as is reasonably possible. (ORC 4511. 26) 
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331. 03 OVERTAKING, PASSING TO LETT; DRIVER'S DUTIES. 
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The following rules govern the overtaking and pas sing of vehicles proceeding in the 
same direction: 

(a) The operator of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction shall, except as provided in subsection (c) hereof, signal to the vehicle 
to be overtaken, shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance, and shall not 
a.gain drive to the right side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken 
vehicle. 

(b) Exce"i)t when overtaking and passing on the right is permitte� the operator of 
an O\'ertaken vehicle sh.all give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle 
at the latter's audible signal, and be shall not increase the speed of his vehicle 
until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 

(c) The operator of a vehicle overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in 
the same direction on a divided street or highway as defined in Section 331. 31, 
a limited access bighw-a.y as defined in Ohio R. C. 5511. 02 or a highway with 
four or more traffic lanes, is not required to signal au_dibly to the vehicle being 
overtaken and passed. (ORC 4511. 27) 

331. 04 OVERTAKING AND PASSING UPON RIGHT. 
(a) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle 

only under the following conditions: 
• 

(1) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn; 
(2) Upon a roadway v.i.th unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for two 

or more lines of vehicles moving lawfully in the direction being t:-aveled 
by the overtaking vehicle. 

(b) The c.:ri ver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehic;le only under condi­
tions permitting such movement in safety. The movement shall not be made by driving 
oti: the roadway. (ORC 4511. 28) · 

331. 05 OVERTAJGNG, PASSING TO LEFT OF CENTER. 
No vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center of the roadway in overt2king 

2.!ld passing tnf.fic proceeding in the same direction, unless such left side is clearly 
visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance abead to permit such 
overtaking and passing to be completely ma.de, without interfering with the safe 
operation of any traffic approaching from the opposite direction or any traffic overta.�en. 
In every event the overtaking vehicle must return to an authorized lane of travel as 
soon as practicable ar:d in the event the passing movement involves the use of a lane 
authorized for traffic approaching from the opposite direction before coming v.ithin 
200 feet of any approaching vehicle. (ORC 4511. 29) 

331. 06 J....DDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS ON DRIVING UPON LEFT SIDE OF ROADWAY. 
No vehicle shall be driven upon the left side of the road·way under the following 

conditions: 



331. 07 TRAFFIC CODE 

) (a) '\Vhen approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway, where 
the operator's view is obstructed with.in such a distance as to create a hazard 
in the event traffic might approach from the opposite direction; 

(b) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 100 feet of any bridge, 
viaduct or tunnel; 

(c) When approaching within 100 feet of or traversing any intersection or railroad 
grade crossing. 

This section does not apply to vehicles upon a one-way roadway, upon a roadv.ray 
where traffic is lawfully directed to be driven to the left side or under the conditions 
described in Section 331.01 (a) (2). (ORC 4511.30) 

331. 07 HAZARDOUS OR NO PASSING ZONES. 
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Hazardous zones, commonly called "no passing zones," shall consist of an auxiliary 
yellow line marked on the roadway pavement and placed parallel to the normal center 
line or marked la.ne line. When the auxiliary yellow line appears on the left side in  the 
driver's lane of travel and to the right of the normal center line or marked lane line, no 
driver shall drive across the auxiliary yellow line to overtake and pass another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction. When auxiliary yellow lines appear on both sides of 
the normal center line or marked lane line, drivers proceeding in either direction shall 
not drive across such auxiliary yellow lines to overtake and pass another vehicle pro­
ceeding in the same direction. No driver shall, at any other time, drive across the 
_yellow auxiliary line when it awears in the driver's lane of travel, except to make a 

�}.awfully permitted left-band turn under the rules governing suet. movement. No passing 
signs may also be erected facing traffic to indicate the beginning and end of each no 
passing zone. 

When appropriate signs or markings indicating hazardous or no passing zones are in 
place and clearly vi:5ible, every operator of a vehicle shall obey the directions thereof, 
notwithstanding the distance set out in Section 331. 06. (ORC 4511. 31) 

331. 08 DRIVING IN MARKED LANES OR CONTINUOUS LINES OF TRAFFIC. 
Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for 

traffic or wherever traffic is lawfully moving in two or more substantially continuous 
lines in the same direction, the following rules apply: 

(a) A vehicle shall be driven, as nearly as is practicable, entirely with.in a 
single lane or line of traffic and shall not be moved from such lane or line 
until tbe driver ha.s first ascertained that such movement can be made with 
safety. 

(b) Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes and provides for two-way 
movement of traffic, a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane except 
when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway is clearly 
visible and such center lane is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or when 
preparing for a left turn, or where s uch center lane is at the time allocated 
exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is. proceeding and is 
posted with signs to give notice of such allocation. 



Operation Generallv 

(c) Offi cial signs may be erected directing speci.fied tr affi c  to use a designated 
lane or designating those lanes to be used by traffic mo,ing in a particular 
direction regarciless of the center of the roadway, and drivers  of vehicles 
shall obey the directions of  such signs. 

3 1  

( d) Offi cial traffic control devi ces may be installed prohibiting the changing of 
lanes on sections of roadway and drivers of vehicles sh.all obey the directions 
of every such device. (ORC 4511. 33)  

3 3 1 .  09  FQLLOWING TOO C LOSE LY. 
The operator of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehi cle more closely than 

is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicle, and the 
traffic upon and the condition of  the street. (ORC 4511. 3 4) 

3 3 1 . 1 0  TURNING AT INTERSE CTIONS. 
The· driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an intersection shall be governed by the 

foll owing rules: 
(a) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as practicable 

to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 
(b) At any intersection where tra.fji c  is permitted to move in both directions on each 

roadv,ay entering the intersection, an approach for a left turn shall be made in 
that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereo f and 
by p assing to the right of such center line where it enters the intersection and 

after entering the intersection the left turn shall be ma.de so as to leave the 
intersection to the right of the center line of the r oadway being entered. \\'hen� 
ever practi cable the left turn shall be made in that portion of the intersection 
to the left of the center of  the intersection. 

( c) At any intersection where traffic is restricted to one direction on one or more 
of  the ro adways, the driver of  a vehicle intending to  turn left at any such inter­
section shall approach the intersection in the extreme left-band lane la"?.rfully 
available to traffic moving in the direction of travel of such vehicle, and aJter 
entering the intersection the left turn shall be ma.de so  as to leave the inter­
section, as nearly as practicable, in the left-hand lane of the roadway being 
entered lawfully available to the traffic moving in that lane. 

( d) Markers, buttons or si gns  may be placed within or adj acent to intersections 
and thereby require and direct that a different c ourse from that specified in 
this section _be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, and when such 
markers, buttons or si gns  are so placed, no operator of a vehicle shall turn such 
vehicle at an interse ction other than as directed and required by such markers, 
buttons or signs. (ORC 4511. 36) 

331. 11 TURNING urro P RIVATE DRIVEWAY, ALLEY OR BUILDING. 
The driver of  a vehicle intending to turn into a private road or driveway, alley or 

building from a public street or  high\l,,a.y shall be governed by the following rules: 
(a) Approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made as close as 

practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of  the roadway. 
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-Jb) Up or: a roadv.,ay where traffic i s  p roce eding in o-;J?Osite directions ,  app r oach 
fo r a l eft t:..:rn and a le.ft turn shall be m ade from t.hai porti on of the :-ibht 
half of the roa.dv.-ay nearest the cente r line thereof. 

( c ) Upon a roa.....�-ay where traifi.c i s  restr i cted to one d).r ec:ion, a;Jproacb. for  
a l e f:  turn and a l e ft  turn s hall be made as  clo s e  a s  practicabl e to the l e ft ­
hand curb o r  e dge of  tbe roadv.a.y ,  

3 2  

I t  s::iaU l:>e the cr-.: ty of the driver  o f  any vehicl e entering a pr ivate ron..d or dr i \'eway , 
Jey  _o r buil c::.ri.g to ;,i eld the right of way to pedestr ians lavrfully u s inb the sidcv.· a.J..k or 
.dewa..11-: area  extending acro s s  any alleyv,--ay. 

3 3 1 . 1 2 1 1 U 1 1  TURN 3  RES TRIC T:SD 
N o  v e hic le  sha ll be turn e d  s o  as to proc e e d  in the  opp os i t e  

c i re c t i on up on any c urve , o r  t o  the approac h  t o  o r  n e a � t h e  c re s t  of 

a grade , i:  s u ch  v ehic le  cann ot  be s e en within 500 f e e �  b y  the  dri v e r  

of any o th e r  v eh i cl e  a pproac hing from e i ther  direc t i on .  

( J RC t 5 1 1 • 3 7 ) 

3 3 1 .  1 3  STAR TING Al\"D BACKING VEH1CLES. 
N9 per s on shall start a vehicle whi ch i s  stew ed, standing or parked until s u ch 

::ov ement C2..!l b e  Ill.2..de ,vi.th reasonable safety . 
B e fore backing, operators of  vehi cle s shall give ample v.'2.rcing , 2..nd while backing 

:c.ey s htll exer c is e  ,igilan ce not to inj ure per son or property on the s::- e et or highway • 
"K o perso:1 shall back a mot.or v ehicle on a freeway ,  except: in a rest area;  in the 

2:rfo rmance o f  p ublic works or official duti es ; as a re sult of an emergency caus ed by 
.:: a c ci dent or b reakdo'\-\-n of 2. motor vet'icle. (OR C 4 511. 38) 

3 3 ::. . 1� SIGN.��LS B E FORE CHANGING cot.TR.S E ,  TURNIN G OR STOP P 0 G .  
N o  per so:::1 sh all tu..,_-n a vehicle o r  move right or left u;, on a hi g:hw2.y unl e s s  and 

..:.:il su:h p e::- son has exercis ed  due care to asce rtain that the movement ca.n b e  made 
-:th reasonable s afe ty nor ·without giving an appropriate signal in the :::1anner her ein.after 
rovi ded. 

When r eq-:.ired ,  2. sign.al of intention to t.lrn or mov e right or left sh2.ll be given 
J:::i.t:inuously cr..1...ring not les s than th e  l ast 1 00 feet traveled by the vehicle befor e  tu_rnin.g. 

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the spe ed of a vehicle v.ithout first 
:vi.ng an a.pprnpriate signal in the manner provided herein to the driver of  2..J.'1)' v ehicle 
:2.IDe d.iately  t.:> the r e ar wben there is  opportunity to give  a si� . 

.trny stop or bffn sign2...l r eqcir e d  by this s�ctio;;. shall b e  given either by me22:l.s of 
:e  }::id and 2...."7Il , or by signal lights fut clearly ind.ie2..te to both approaching and 
)UO'iwg traffic_ intention to turn or move right or left, except that any mot.or v ehicle 
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i.n u se on a highway shall be equipped with , and the required s ignal ab.all be given by , 

signal lights when the distance from the center of the top of the s tee ring post to the le ft 
outside limit of the body, cab or load of such motor vehicle exceeds tv-:enty-four inche s , 
or when the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of 
the body or load thereof exceeds fourteen feet, whether a s ingle vehicle or a combination 
of vehicle s. 

The signal lights required by thi s section shall not be flashed on one side only on 
a di sabled vehicle , fl.a.shed as a courtesy or "do pas s" s ignal to ope rators of other 
vehicle s approaching from the rear 

I 
nor be flashed on one side only of a p arked 

vehicle except as may be necessary for compliance with this section. 
(ORC 4511. 39) 

331. 15 HAND A.ND ARM SIGNALS. 
All signals required by this Traffic Code, when giv en  by hand and arm sh.all. be 

given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner 
I 

and such signals shall 
indi cate as follows: 

(a) Left turn: Hand and arm extended horizontally; 
(b) Right turn: Hand and arm extended upward; 
(c) Stop or decrease speed: Hand and arm extended downward. 
(ORC 4511. 40) 

331. 16 RIGH T OF WAY AT INTERSECTIONS. 
(a) Except a s  otherwise p rovided in thi s Traffic Code or Ohio R .  C .  C hapter 4 5 11, 

when two vehicles approach or ente r an interse ction from different streets or highways 
at approximately the same ti.me, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the 
right of way to the vehicle on the right. 

(b) The right of way rule declared in subsection (a) hereof, i s  modified at through 
highv.-a.ys and otherwise a.s stated in this Traffic Code and Ohio R. c :  Chapter 4511. 
(ORC 4511. 41) 

331 .  17 RIGH T  OF WAY WHEN TURNIN G LEFT. 
The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or 

into an alley, pri vate road or driveway shall yield the right of way to any vehicle 
approaching from the opposite direction which is 'Within the intersection or so close 
thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard. (ORC 4511. 42) 

331. 18 OPERATION OF VE HI C LE AT YIE LD SIGNS . 
The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall slow down to a speed 

reasonable for the exi sting conditions and, if requi red for safety to stop, shall stop 
at a clearly marked stop line,  but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near 
side of the interse ction, or, if none,  then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway 
where the driver  ha.s a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before 
entering it. After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the right of way to any 
vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadv?ay so closely as to consti-
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}Ute an i mm ediate hazard during the time the driver is rr.oving across or v.ithln the 
inters ection or jun ction of roadways . Whenever a driver is involved in a collision 
v.i tb a vehic le  in the intersec.tion or junction of roadv:ays , afte r driving past a yield 
sign ,vithout stopping, the collision shall be prima- facie evidence of  tbe driver ' s  
failur e to yield the r ight of way. (ORC 4 5 11 . 4 3 (B ) )  

3 3 1 . 1 9  OPERATION O F  VEHICLE AT STOP SIGNS . 
E xcept when dir ect ed to proceed by a la.w enforcement office r ,  every driver o f  a 

vehi cl e  approa ching a stop s ign shall stop at 'a cl early marked stop line , but i f  none, 
be fore  entering th e crosswalk on the near s ide of the intersection, o r, if none,  then 

34 

at the point nearest the intersecting roadway wher e  the driver bas a view of app roaching 
traffi c on the intersecting roadv.ray before entering it. After having stopp ed, the drive r 
s hall yield the right of way to any vehi cle in the intersection o r  approaching on anothe r 
r oadway so clos ely as to constitute an imm ediate hazard during the time the driver 
i s  moving across  or with.in the interse ction or junction of roadways. 
(ORC 4 5 1 1 .  4 3  (A) ) 

3 3 1 .  20 EMERGENCY OR PUBLIC SA FE TY VEHICLE S  AT STOP SIGNALS OR SIGNS . 
The driver of  any emergency vehicle or  publi c safety vehicle, when r e sponding to an 

emergency call , upon approaching a r ed or_ stop signal or any stop sign shall slow dov.-'11 
as  neces sary for safety to traffi c ,  but may proce ed c autiously past such r ed or  s top s i gn  
or  signal with due regard for th e  safety of  all pe rsons u sing the street or highway. 

) 

J(ORC 4 5 1 1. 03 )  

3 3 1 .  21 RIGHT OF WAY OF PUB LIC SAFETY VEHICLE.  
U pon tbe app roac h  o f  a publi c  safe ty vehicl e ,  equipped v,ri th at lea.st one fla..shing, 

rotating or o s cillating li ght visib le  under normal atmo spheric  conditions from a di s tan ce 
of 500  fe et to the front of  such vehicle and the driver is giving audible signal by s iren ,  
exhaust whistle  o r  bell ,  the dr iver of  eve r y  other  vehi cle shall yield the r i ght of  way , 
immediately drive to a positi on parall el  to and a s  close as possibl e to , the right edge 
or  curb of the s tr e et cl ear of any inter section, and stop and r emain in such position 
until the public s afety vehi cle has passed,  except when otherwise dir ected by a pol i ce 
o ffi ce r. 

This s e ction does not r elieve the driver of a public s afety vehicle from the duty 
to drive \l,ith due r egard for the safety of all per sons and property upon the str eet. 
(ORC 4 5 1 1 .  4 5) 

3 3 1 . 2 2  DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY F R0:1'11 PLACE OTHE R THAN ROADWAY : 
DUTY TO YIE LD .  

The ope rator of a vehicle about to ente r  or cro s s  a highway from any place other 
than another roadway shall  yield tbe r ight of  way to all traffic appro aching on the r o adv.ray 
to be ente red or crossed .  (ORC 45 11. 44 ) 
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3 3 1. 23 DRIVING ONTO ROADWAY FROM PLACE OTHER THAN ROADWAY : 
STOP PING AT SIDEWALK. 

The driver of a vehi cle emerging from an alley, buil ding ,  p rivate r oad or  dr iveway 
wi thin a bus ine ss  or res idenc e  di strict shall stop the vehicle imm ediately prior to 
driving onto a s idewalk or onto the s idewalk area extending ac ros s the all ey, bui lding 
entrance , road or driveway, or  in the event there i s  no s idewalk area, shall stop at 
the point neare st the str eet to be enter ed where the driver has a view of approaching 
traffi c thereon.  (ORC 4 5 1 1 .  4 3 1) 

3 31. 24 RIGHT OF WAY OF F'UNERAL PROCESSION . 
A s  u sed in thi s section " funeral proc e ss ion" means two or more vehi cles  accom­

panying the body of a dec eased p erson in the daytime when e ach of such vehi c l e s  has 
its headlights lighted and i s  di splaying a purple and white pennant attached to each 
vehicle in su ch a manner as to be c learly visible to traffic approaching from any 
dir ection . 

_ E xcepting public safety vehi cle s  proce eding in accordance with Section 3 3 1. 21 or 
wh en dir ected otherwise by a pol.ice officer,  pedestrians and the operators of  all vehi cl e s  
s hall yield the right o f  way to each vehicle which i s  a part o f  a fune ral proces sion. When­
e ver the lead v ehi cle in a fune ral proces s ion lawfully enter s an inte r se ction, the r emainder 
of the vehicles in such pro c e s s ion may continue to follow such lead vehi cl e  through the 

, inte r s e ction notvrith standi.ng any traffi c control devices  or right-of-V:."2.y provi s ions o f  thi s 
Tr affic Code, provided the operator of each v ehicle exerci s e s  due care to avo id colliding 
with any other vehicle or pedestrian upon the roadway . 

No person shall ope rate any vehicle as a p art of a funeral pro ce s sion without 
· having the headlights of su ch v ehi cle l ighted and without di sp laying a purple and white 

p ennant in such a manner a s  to be clearly visible  to traffic approaching from any 
direction. (ORC 4 511. 4 5 1 )  

3 3 1 .  25  DRIVER 1S VIE W  AND CONTROL TO B E  UNOBSTRUCTED B Y  LOAD 
OR PERSONS. 

{a) No pe r son s hall driv e a vehicl e when it i s  so l o aded, or when there are in the 
front s eat s uch number of p er s ons ,  as to obstruct the vi ew o f  the driver to the front 
or  sides o f  the vehicle or  to interfe r e  with the driver ' s  contro l  over the driving m ech­
anis m  of the v e hi cl e. 

(b) ' No pa s senger -in a vehicle s hall r ide in such po sition as to inter fere with the 
driver ' s  view ahead or to the s ides ,  or to interfer e with bi s control ov er the driving 
mechani s m  of the vehicle .  (ORC 4 511 .  7 0  (A) , (B ) )  

3 3 1.  26 DRIVING U PON STRE E T  POSTE D .AS CLOSED FOR RE PAIR. 
No person shall drive upon, along or acros s  a str e et or highway, o r  any part 

thereof, whi ch bas b e en cio s e d  in the proces s of its construction; r econstruction or  
repair , and po sted with approp ri ate signs by the authority having jurisdiction to close  
such street or highway. (ORC 4 511 . 71 )  
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FO LLOVllNG AND PAR.KING NEAR EMERGENCY OR SAFE TY VEHICLE S .  The driver o f  any vehicle , other than an emergency vehicle o r  public safety vehicle on official busine s s ,  shall not follow any emergency vehicle or publi c  safety vehicle traveling in re sponse to an alarm closer  than 500 feet,  or drive into or park such vehicle  \\1.thin the block wher e fire  apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm ,  unle s s  directed to do s o  by a police officer o r  a fireman . (ORC 4 5 1 1 .  72 )  
3 3 1 .  28  DRfVING OVER FIRE HOSE .  No vehicle shall ,  without the cons ent of the Fire D epartment official in command, be driven over any unprotected hose of the Fire Departm ent, when such hose is  laid down on any street or  pr ivate driveway to be u s ed at any fire or alarm of fire .  (ORC 45 11 .  73 )  
3 3 1 .  29  DRIVING THROU GH SA FE TY ZONE . No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or v:ithin a safety zone . (ORC 4 5 11 . 60 )  
3 3 1 . 30 ONE-WAY STR E ETS AND ROTARY TRAFFIC ISLANDS. Upon a roacruray designated and posted with signs for one-way traffic a vehicle shall be driven only in the direction designated.. A vehicle pas sing arotIDd a rotary traffic island shall be driven only to the right of such i s land. (ORC 45 11 .  3 2 )  

J 

3 3 1 . 3 1  DRNING U PON DIVIDED ROADWAYS.  Whenever  any street has  been divided into two roadways by an intervening space ,  or by  a physical barr ier , or clearly indicated di vi.ding s ection so constructed as to impede vehicular traffi c ,  every vehi cle  shall be  driven onl y  upon the right-hand ro adv.•ay , and no vehi c le  s hall b e  driven over ,  acro s s  or v.rithin any such dividing space ,  barrier  or m edian section , except through an  opening, cro s sover or intersection e stablished by publi c  authority .  This section does not  prohibit the occupancy of  such dividing space ,  barri er or m edian s e ction for the purpos e  of an  emergency stop or  in compliance with a..,.-1 order of a police  officer .  (ORC 4 511 .  3 5) 
3 3 1 .  3 2  E N TE RING AND EXITING CONTROLLED-ACCESS HIGHWAY . No person shall drive a vehicle onto or from any controll ed-access  highway except at such entrances and exits as are e stablished by public authority . 
3 3 1 .  3 3  OBSTRU CTING INTE RSECTION , CROSSWALK OR GRADE CROSSING . No driver  shall enter an intersection or marked  cro s swalk or driv e onto any railroad grade crossing unl e s s  there is sufficient space  on the other side of the i ntersection, cro s s­Jalk or grade cros sing to accommodate the vehicle  he i s  operating v.-ithout obstructing the pas sage of other  vehicl e s ,  pedestrians or r ailroad trains ,  notv.rithstanding any traffic control s ignal indi cation to proceed .  (ORC 4511 . 7 1 2) 
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O·oe:-a!:ion Gene:-all , 
---------------�· 

3 3 1 . 34  O?E RA TING 1-. VEn I CLE i I THOU T RD-. SONA 3LE C OX T RO:::., 

:: o p e rs  c :-: s h  a ::.. 1 ope  r a t e a r., :, t or v eh i c ::.. e on any  s t re e t , :,-,. i e; h w a Y 

or  pr ope rty open t o  t�e pu jl ic f or veh i c u la r  t ra f f i c  w i th ou t  jeing  

in  re a s on  a b le c on tr  o l of t n e v e h i c 1 e . ( 0 R8 4 5 1 1 • 2 0 2 ) 

3 3 1 .  3 5  O C C l; P Y I:; G  A M O V IN G  TRAVE L OR H O C S E  TRVLE R .  

�o  pe r son sball occupy any travel trailer o r  nons el f-propelled  '.'.1ou s e  trailer whil e 

i t  i s  being u sed as a conveyance  upon a street or h.igby.:ay . (OR C  4 5 1 1 .  7 0 1 ) 
------

3 3 1 .  36 �PEALED 

3 3 1 .  3 7  DRIVING U PO N  SIDEWALKS , STREET LAWNS OR ClTRBS . 
(2. )  No pe r son s hall drive any v ehi cle upon a s idewalk o r  s idewalk area  except 

upon a pen::ianent or duly authori zed temporary dri vew-a.y . (ORC 4 5 1 1 . 7 1 1 )  

(D ) No  per son sh2ll drive a vehicl e on  a street lawn ar ea or  the curb of a s treet, 
exc��  upon a per:!13.nent or  duly c.lltoorized tempo rary dri vev.·ay or when otheni;ise  
lawfully auL'1or i zed .  

3 3 1 ,  3 8 S -rOPPING FOR SC :IOOL 3US ; D ISCHARG ING  C HILDREN 

( a )  The dri ver of a veh i c le , u p on mee t ing or ove r t a king  from 

e i the r dire c t i on any sch ool  bu s s t opped f o r  the purp o s e  of rec e i v in g  

or  di s c hargi�g  a n y  s c h o o l  child sha ll s t on a t  lea s t  ten fee t from 

fro� t  or  rea r  o f  the sch o o l  bus and sha l l  n o t proce e d  un t i l  such  

s c h o o l  bus  re s umes m ot i on ,  or  un t i l  s igna led  by  the s c h o ol bus  drive r 

t o  p ::- o c e e d. .  

I t  i s  n o  de fen s e  t o  a c ha rge under  th i s  div i s i o� t�2 t the s ch ocl  

bus  inv olved  f a iled  tc  di splay or  be equ i?ped �ith 2n  a u t oma t i c a lly  

ext encied s t o:;, wa ning sign 2.s  re ouir e ci by d i v i s i on ( b )  of thi s s e c t i on .  

( b ) Eve::-y s c h o o l  bu s sia l l  be equipped  with amje r a�d red v i sua l 

S i g:ia l s  m e e t :� g  the requ iremen t s  of Ohi o  � . c .  4 5 1 1 . 7 7 1 , an d a� a u t o­

m a tic a l ly ex-cended  s t o:? warning s ign of a type a pproved by the  s ta te 

b oard of  e d u c a t i on ,  whi c h  sha l l  be a c t u a ted  by the dri ver  of  �he bu s  

when e v e r  bu t on ly when e ve r  the b u s  i s  s t o?ped or s t opping  on the roa dway 

f or the pu rp ose  of  re c e i v in g  or  d i s chargi�g s ch o ol chi ldren . � s c h o o l  

b u s  cri v e r  s :-:a l l  n o t  a c tu a t e  tn e v i su2. l s i gn a l s o r  the s t op 1,,.:2 rn ing 

s i gn  in ci e s i �a ted.  s c h o ol bu s l oad.in =- a re a s  whe re t:'1e ·ou s  i s  en t i re ly 
C 

off  the ::- o a d�ay or  a t  s c h o o l  buildings  whe� c h i ldre� a re loa ding  or 

un l oa d ing 2 t  c u rb s i de . The v i su2 l s i g-:-ia l s and s t op ,,.,, arning  s i gn S!: 2 11  
...., ,... ,... . ..........., _ · _ ,...,. _ . __ _  , -- - _ ..;._ ·- - -- · - .:. - - - - - � -- _;._  _ _; ,... ,....  ....... ..... .... .  , .:  ...... ,...... ,..,;  ·,.... � :- -: 1 l c 'J ·f" --:-. ·--i p ·n :::::. 2.. rd . 



331.  39  TRA FFIC CODE 
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( c )  Whe re a h igh way has  been  divided into four or  more tra ffi c lanes , a dri ver 
�- a veh i c l e  need no t stop for a school bus approa ching from the oppos i te  d i rection 
whi ch ha s stopped for the purpose of receiving or discha rging any school child.  The 
drive r of any  vehicle ove rta king the school bus s hal l comply with subsection ( a ) 
hereof. 

(d) School buse s operating on divided highways or on higbv;,ays with four or more 
tra ffi c  lane s  shall rec eive and di s charge all school children on their resid�nce side 
of the highw ay. 

( e )  N o  sc hool bus driver shall start his bus until after any chil d who may have 
alighted the refrom bas reached a place of saiety on his residence  side of the road. 
(ORC 4 5 1 1. 7 5) 

3 3 1. 39  DRIVING A CROSS GRADE CROSSING.  
( a) Wh eneve r any person driving a vehicle  approaches a railroad grade crossing 

under any of  the c ircumstances stated in this section, h e  shall stop within fifty feet 

3 8  

but not less th.an fifteen feet from the nearest rail of the railroad , and shall not p roce e d  
until h e  can do so 52.fely. Th e foregoing r equirements shall apply when: 

I 
J 

( 1 )  A clearly visibl e e lectric or mechanical signal device gives warning of 
the i rn.m ediate approach of a train ; 

(2 ) A crossing gate i s  low ered; 
( 3 )  A human flagman gives or  continue s to give  a signal of the approach or 

pas sage of a train; 
(4) A tr ain approaching within approxim2.tely 1, 5 00 feet of the higbv,,ay 

crossing emits a signal audible from that distance and the tr ain ,  by 
reason of its spe ed or nearness to the c rossing is an i mm ediate hazard; 

(5) An  approa ching train is  plainly \isible and is in hazardous proximity 
to th e  crossing. 

(b) No pe rson shall drive  any vehi cle through, around or under any crossing gc.te 
or bar ri er a t  a railroad crossing whil e the gate or barrier i s  closed or is being op ened 
or closed.  (OR C  4 5 1 1. 62) 

3 3 1 .  4 0  STOP PING AT GRADE CROSSING,  -
( a) Th e oper ator of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or of any 

scbCXJl bus, or of any v ehicle  carrying explosives or flammable liquids as a cargo, or 
such part of a cargo as to constitute a hazar d, before crossing at grade any track of 
a railroad, sb.2..ll stop such vehicle ,  and while  so stoppe d  be shall listen through an 
open door or open \Vindow and look in both directions along the tr ack for any approaching 
train, and for signals i n di cating the approach of a trai n, and shall proceed only upon 
exerci sing due car e  aft e r  stopping, looking and listening as r equir ed by thi s section 
and upon proceeding, th e  op erator of any such vehicl e shall cross only in such gear 
of �be vehi c l e  that there will be no nec essity for c hanging g ears while traversing such 
L )ssing an d  the operator shall not shift gears while crossing the tracks. 

1 97 7  Repla cement 



Operation Generally 

This sub section (a) does not apply at street railway grade cros sings, or to aban ­
doned track s ,  spur track s ,  s ide tracks and indus trial track s  when the Ohio P ublic 
Utilities Commi s sion has authori zed and approved the cros sing of such tracks wi thout 
making the s top required by th.is sub section (a). (ORC 4 5 1 1 .  6 3 )  

(b) When authorized stop signs are erected at railro:J..d grade cros s ings, the 
operator of any vehicle shall stop within fifty but not les s than fifteen feet from the 
nearest r ai l  of the railroad tr acks and shall exercise due care before proceeding 
acros s such grade cros s ing. (ORC 4 5 11 . 61 )  

3 31 .  9 9· PENALTY. 
(EDITOP.' S NOTE : See Section 303. 99 for mi sdemeanor clas sifications and 

penalties. ) 


